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| Price's ſyſtem ſeems reducible into as little compaſs 


ADVERTISEMENT 
OF THE 
re 


J Hove not ſerupled to make uſe of the permiſſion 
to publiſh theſe Obſervations on Doctor Px IE 
Theory and Principles, together with the Letter 


that precedes them. The Doflor and others have 


been particularly confident in appealing to thoſe prin- 
ciples as uncontrovertibly founded on Reaſon, and 


ſupported by the beſt Authorities. With theſe confi- 
dent pretenſions the Obſervations of my friend ſeem 


worthy to be contraſted ;, and as the Doctor particu- 


-: larly objefis to nameleſs antagoniſts, I have prevailed, 


on him to ſuffer his name to appear at the end of 


: the Letter. 


* a n to reconcile perfect Liberty with 

Government myf ever fail, as they always have 
done hitherto, er in theory or practice; and to 
ſet up public pretenſions to it is unhappily deluding 


/ the unwary and undiſcerning part of the people, and 


ſowing the ſeeds of unreaſonable diſcontent. Doctor 


as 
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" 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
as that; within which Mr. Loos compiixes us 


ſcheme of Sir RohERT FiLMER's e n e 


- only juſt in the other extreme. FILMER'S; That 
all Government is abſolute Monarchy, and the 


ground he builds on is this, That no man is born 


free. Doctor Prrer'sz That all Goyernment is 


or ought to be a Democtacy, and the foundation 
of his ſyſtem is this, That ſelf-government is un- 
alienable. Between theſe two art ſeveral medium, 
which Reaſon and Experience recommend, and which 
have the ſauttion of Mr. LOcks and ATM 
en writers on Civil Gavernment, . 


js wx n A SP WIN 
Bac s pamphlet, hut none, it is preſumed, that | 
ſuperſede the utility of ils; the ſpecial intens aud 
object of which are ſufficiently explained by the-writer 


_ bimfelf.. The haſte, with which things of this tems: 


porary nature are Written and pabighed, may 292 
bly ba ve left ſome ſmall inaccuracies of le and er- 
preſſion; for which the critical and candid reader 


wvill. make due allocnance. Que error of. the preſs, 


as being © very material one, I mh mention here: 
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A particular argument for the ee 
of the American Colonits conſidered; — 
Their equitable and inequitable pretenſions. 
Their obligation to contribute to the —_ 
burdens of the late. —Propriety of coer- 
cive meaſures. — 
The claims of — and the civil om 
nipotence of Parliament vindicated from 


Dr. PRIcE's miſrepreſentations — 
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FRIEND, 


a On. the Preentions of the AMERICAN 
COLONIES, in reſpect of 


oh, and EQUITY. 


Dean Sin! 
Herewith ſend you my Obſervations on 
Doctor Price's Principles of Government 
and Civil Liberty. If they appear to you 
juſt and important, you are welcome to make 
them public, together with this Letter. You 
will obſerve, . that I have concerned myſelf 
merely with the Principles themſelves, —not with 
the Application he makes of them to the Ame 
rican controverſy. Indeed if the Principles 
cannot be ſupported, the Application fails of 
' courſe. There are however many other things 
made uſe of in the Doctor's Pamphlet, in order 
to point out the injuſtice of the ſovereignty 
ed by Parliament over the American Co- 
A | lonies, 
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lonies, as well as the impolicy, iniquity, diſ- 
honour, and evil conſequence of maintaining it 


by force of arms. But neither with this, or 


with that controverſy, have I meddled in the 
following Obſervations, My pen has been ac- 
tuated by views of a more general nature. 
The caſe is this. It ſeems to me, that the 
American pretenſions have very often been 


ſupported on exceeding unwarrantable and li- 


centious principles, as well in regard to Li- 
berty and Civil Government in general, as to 
the Conſtitution of this Country in particular. 


Io take notice of all the traſh of this kind, 


that comes before the Public in a country, 
where there is happily ſo much legal freedom 
of ſpeaking and writing as in this,—would be 
an idle occupation. Candor alſo will lend, in 
ſome caſes, the moſt favorable conſtruction pol- 
ſible to the unguarded affertions, that ſeem to 
proceed from a general zeal for Liberty: yet 
as ibere fannot be, according to Mr. Lockz's 


| remark ®, 4 greater miſchief io Prince and People, 


than the propagating wwrong notions concerning Go- 
verument; therefore when particular circum- 


ſtances mark ſach ſentiments with unuſual im- 


portance; when they are ſo determinately de- 


I as to preelude all an Interpretation: 3 
when 


On Government, preface. 
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when they are applied and aſſerted in ſuch a 


manner, as to looſen the bonds of civil Society, 


and unſettle the juſt principles, on which all 


civil Government and our own excellent. Con- 
ſtitution are founded; when they are falſely 
impoſed upon us, as the ſentiments of the moſt 
admired writers on Government and civil Li- 
berty, as the principles of our own conſtitution, 


as the foundation of the Revolution and of the 
acceſſion of the Houſe of Hanover; when they 
are cried up as the only foundation of all true, 
invaluable, unalienable LIBERTY, and every 
| ſtate, diſagreeing with them, is ſtigmatized with 
the odious name of SLAVERY ; 
and ſuch like circumſtances, there is ſurely a 


—in ſuch, 


peculiar propriety in a decent, candid, and ra- 


tional oppoſition to their unjuſtifiable preten- 
ſions. This I apprehend to be the caſe at pre- 
ſent; and it is under a ſenſe of that propriety 
the Obſervations here tranſmitted to you on 


Doctor Price's principles have been penned, 
with a view to obſtruct their propagation. The 


' uncommon ſanction they have met with; the 


great ſtreſs he himſelf lays upon them; and the 


literary reputation of the Author, engaged me 
to ſet myſelf in oppoſition to this publication 
in particular. With what ſucceſs, you and my 
f üer muſt judge. 


An” Fou 


Wu 


——— A Aer Rs 
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Tou wiſh alſo to have my ſentiments on the 
controverſy with the Colonies, If you want me 
to ſpeak poſitively and determinately, as is the 
manner of ſome, on every point relating to it; 
that is what my information, and the evidence 
before me, will not allow: but J will not ſcru- 
ple in the leaſt to communicate them to you, 
with that degree of evidence, they are accom- 
panied with in my own mind, and to illuſtrate 
and confirm them by remarks on ſeveral parts 
of Doctor Price's pamphlet, that relate to the 
ſubject. I ſhall devote the remaining part of 
this Letter to that purpofe ; deſiring to keep all 
diſcuſſion, cor.cerning the American controverſy, 


| ſeparate from the ſubſequent obſervations on his 


Principles of Civil Liberty and Government. 


$ 1. There is not, Sir, with me the ſmalleſt 


grain of doubt of the Parliament being, to all in- 
tents and purpoſes of Government, and as far as 


that truſt extends, ſovereign and ſupreme over the 
whole Britiſh Empire, unleſs ſpecial exemptions 


can be produced. The Conſtitution and its 
principles neither know, nor admit of, any other. 
But to ſpeak, in the firſt place, more particu- 
larly to the original queſtion concerning Taxa- 
| tion; the American Colonies aſſerted in 1 765 
as follows: That the Taxation of the people 


«6 by 


"FO AFWEE MD :. ie 
& by themſelves, or by perſons choſen by them. 
„ ſelves, to repreſent them, is the diſtinguiſh- 
* ed characteriſtic of Britiſh freedom.” VIꝝ- 
GINIA.,— That the conſtitution of government 
«in this province ought to be perfectly free. 
„That the Taxation of the people of this pro- 
« vince by any other perſons whatſoever, than 
the Repreſentatives they annually elect to 
66 ſerve as Members of Aſſembly, is unconſti- 
66 tutional and ſubverſive of public liberty, of 
c their birth-right and indubitable privileges.“ 
PENSVLVANIA. « That all Acts by any 
% Power whatever, other than the general Aſ- 
„ ſembly of this province, impoſing taxes on 
c the inhabitants, are infringements of our in- 
« herent and unalienable Rights as Men and Bri- 
6c tiſh ſubjects, and render void the moſt valu- 
« able declarations of our Charter.” Massa- 
CHUSETS,— — That no taxes ever have, or can 
« be conſtitutionally impoſed on the people of 
se theſe Colonies, but by their reſpective Le- 
« oiflatures, as being their only Repreſenta. 
4e tives.” | Concress at New-York. * 


| En, Theſe . 


#1 


22 Ste i theſe) Bestes of thoſe 0 bodies in the Aupen- 
dix to he Controverſy between Great-Britain and her Colonies 


reviewed, London, 1769. 


„ 
Theſe ſeem to me very groundleſs poſitions, 


I think there cannot be a more evident truth, 
than that the right of taxing any part of the 


Britiſh empire, and conſequently the American 
. Colonies, unleſs particularly exempted by grant 


or compact, is legally and conſtitutionally re- 


fident in the Parliament. Nor do I find that 
the American Colonies (excepting Maryland) 
are at all exempted from this general ſubjection 


by any charters, grants, or compacts : with 
that exception, the invalidity of their charters, 


to exempt them from Parliamentary taxation, 
has been clearly demonſtrated by the able wri- 
ter of Remarks on the As of the thirteenth Par- 
 tiament of Great-Britain; and in the Penſylvani- 
an charter there is a clauſe clearly deciſive on 
this point againſt that province, and conſequen- 
tially againſt the others. I therefore conclude 
the Colonies, as members of the Britiſh com- 
* munity, to be, by Law and Conſtitution, ſub- 
ject to the ſupreme authority of Parliament in 
regard to taxation, juſt the ſame as any other 
part of the community. This may be right or 


wrong according to principles of natural equi- 


ty;—it is nevertheleſs fact; it is nevertheleſs 
the Law and the Conſtitution of the Britiſh Em- 


pire. 


| TO:4 HNA oo 

1 2, | Much has been ſaid on this occaſion 
ave! the Principles of the Conſtitution ; with a 
view to prove, that, according to them, the Co- 
jonies are or ought to be perfectly free, and in- 
dependent of the pee of Parliament, in 
regard to taxation. After conſiderable inveſti- 

| gation, I can find no principles in the Confti- 
tution, that imply any ſuch thing, but many, 
that loudly ſpeak the reverſe. The grand to- 
pic in this line of argument is, —That # is 4 
principle of the Britiſh Conſtitution, that no Britiſh 

| ſubject can be taxed but with his own conſent. * 
2 1 — the arguments, uſed to ſupport this poſition, be 
£3 ; allowed, they will equally prove, that, accord- 
ing to the principles of the Conſtitution, no 
American ſubject can be bound by any law or 
regulation without his own conſent, — and that 
the Colonies ought to be their own legiſſators, 
as well as their own taxers. Conſent, whether 
| perſonal, or by delegation, has no more conſtitu- 
4 | tional connection with taxation, than with eve. 
ry other right of the ſupreme power. But the 
1 truth is, the polition itſelf, as underſtood in 
1 this application of it, is deſtitute of all founda- 
f 0 \ tion. Like the prerogative axiom, 7. be King can 
- } do no wrong, it is indeed true in a particular 
97 % | qualified ſenſe of the words; but if taken li- 
3 \, | terally, and ſtrained beyond the only meaning 
NS . ” warranted 


4 ” 
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warranted by Law and the Conſtitution, it 18 
falſe, and capable of very miſchievous applica - 


tion. If you underſtand by the words own con- 
ſent, the conſent of both Houſes of Parliament, 


of which the Commons are a body delegated, by 
a ſtated mode of election, to be the Repreſenta- 


tives of the people at large; the maxim is per- 
fectly agreeable to truth, and in this ſenſe has 


juſtly been laid down as a privilege of our Go- 
vernment: but in that ſtrict ſenſe of conſent, 
either perſonal, or by a repreſentative of one's 6w1 


choice, in which it is applied to ſupport the 
American pretenſions, it is a very falſe, abſurd, 
and licentious doctrine; as I mean to have evi- 
dently ſhewn in ſome obſervations in the York 
Chronicle of the 7th and 14th of April laſt year, 


under the ſignature of LiBzrivs. The per- 


ſon, who then advanced it, being miſled by 
the authority of others, was much ſurprized at 
my requiring him to prove what he had taken 
upon truſt, as an uncontrovertible and univer- 
fally acknowledged truth, and was probably 
much more aſtoniſhed, upon muſtering together 
all the forces he could collect, to find that, 
though otherwiſe good troops, they were total- 


ly inſufficient for that ſervice. 


That 


nn. 9 

That the pebple of America ſhare not fo 

| largely as the inhabitants of England and Scot- 

land in thoſe checks or ſecurities, which the 

principles or attual ftate of our Conſtitution wiſely 
afford againſt the abuſe of civil power in gene- 

ral, or of the important power of taxation in 

particular,. I readily allow. Pretenſions of this 

kind have ſome foundation in equity and our 

free government: more of this preſently. 


8 3. But the Leaders of the American Colo- 
nies and their advocates are not content with 
ſuch pretenſions, nor with reſting their more 
important ones on charters, and the principles of 
the Conſtitution; they aſcend to a higher ſource 
than either; they deſire to bring the queſtion N 8 
to a higher teſt and ſurer iſſue, as they term it *. 
It is ſaid to be repugnant to the Law of Nature, 
and the eſſential unalienable rights of Mankind, that 
the Colonies ſhould be ſubject to taxation by 
Parliamentary authority, or by any authority but 
of their own general Aſſemblies. Now if this 
be true, I am ſure, that by the ſame principles, 
every other right, every other power of Parlia- Ts 
ment over them, not forgetting the almoſt 
only one now unconteſted of regulating their 
commerce, which ſome ſo inconſiſtently main- 
0:4 575 ©7 Ila. 
* Phice's Ob/ervations on Civil Liberty, Sc. p. 32, 41. 
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' tain, muſt fall to the ground: I, contend, that 
the ſame natural principles, which prove, that 


the Parliament cannot have a right to tax them, 


will equally prove that body of men to have no 
manner of civil or coercive authority over them 
"whatever. If they have a natural unalienable 
right to tax themſelves, they have the ſame right 
-to govern themſelves, and regulate their own 
affairs, according to their own diſcretion. And 
in fact, to this extent do almoſt all the argu- 
ments, that have been manufactured from ſuch 


general principles, reach. They ſet the Ame- 


rican part of the Empire quite afloat from the 
reſt, and extend to an entire civil independance. 


To inſtance from the grand topic of all; to 


wit, „that no man or number of men can, 


e confiſtent with natural r ight and juſtice, be 


s taxed, but by the actual conſent, either of 
<« themſelves in perſon, or of repreſentatives 
« choſen freely by themſelves :” now if this be 
granted, it is evidently equally contradictory 


to natural right, that any man, or any commu- | 
nities of men, ſhould be governed or controlled at 


all in their own concerns without ſuch actual 


conſent. However you underſtand, limit, or 


_ qualify that poſition, it will in the ſame ſenſe, 
with the ſame limits, and the ſame qualificatioſs, 
3 to every act and ordinance of civil Go- 

vernment. 
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vernment. Whatever ſort of conſent be neceſ- 
ſary, by natural right, to the taxation of a man's 
property, the very ſame is equally neceſſary to 
any governmental diſpoſition over. his.perſon or 


actions; for it has evidently no more natural 


15 connection with taxation, than with oy other 


Fee of Government. 


e eee ee e Tiny 


go alſo the ſame length; which he himſelf 
ſeems to allow in two or three places; though 
he has choſen, he ſays, to confine his views 
(but for what reaſon ?) to. taxation and 
internal legiſlation * : the latter is indeed now 
become, by a very natural courſe of things, a 
part of the queſtion in . diſpute between this 
| Kingdom and the Colonies. They at firſt con- 


fined their views to the power of taxation; now 


they extend them to internal legiflation. The 
a topics they argued from againſt the former, — 
and the very diſagreeable exertions of Parlia- 
mentary legiſlation and coercive power, conſe- 
quent upon their reſiſtance, — naturally led to this 


removal of the boundaries of the original que- 


ſtion; and muſt as naturally lead on their views, 


as circumſtances permit, to the removal of eve- 


N 1 ber judge diſagreeable. 


® Ses page 37 fo 7 


nr 


$ 4. The e eee is now, in fact, 


as Doctor Prict gives it,. Whether the 


cc American Colonies are Berne to be ſubject | 
<* to the juriſdiction of the Parliament, in re- 
<« ſpeCt of taxation and internal legiſlation ?” * 
Accordingly the general Congreſs, held at Phila- 


 delphia in 1774, aſſert, = that as the Engliſh 


“ Coloniſts are not, and from their local and 
« other circumſtances can not be, repreſented 
« in the Britiſh Parliament, they are entitled to 
* a free and eucluſive power of legiſlation in their 


« ſeveral provincial legiſlatures, in all caſes of 
taxation and internal polity, ſu bject only to the 
CL e of their ſovereign,” viz. «the Ring Fi 


1 


1 have not, as I id before, a grain \ of . 
about the ſovereignty and ſupremacy of the 
Parliament over the whole Britiſh empire, un- 
leſs ſpecial legal exemptions can be pleaded. 


| This is agreeable to the Conſtitution and its 


principles. The American Colonies are a part 


of the Britiſh empire, and have no ſuch exemp- 


tion to plead, except Maryland, in point of tax- 
ation. On the contrary, their Charters, and 


17 Page 42. 


4 Extract: from the votes, xc. 55 the American Congreſs, bf 
held the 5th of September, 1774. Reſolve the 4th. | 


Fl 
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- the firſt ſettlements in America, bear upon the 
| face and circumſtances of them an avowed ge- 


neral ſubmiſſion to the Government as by law 
eſtabliſhed in this country. The ſocial com- 


pact is in moſt caſes only an implied agree 
ment; but in this it has been explicitly recog- 
nized and renewed, with certain modifications, 
as were judged agreeable to the circumſtances. 
The Coloniſts ſettled in a diſtant part of the 
| earth, under the expreſs avowal and claim of 
| being Britiſb ſubjes, members of the Britiſh 
community; under ſanction of the common 
protection and authority; under acknowledge- 
ment of a general ſubjection to the eſtabliſhed 


ſupreme legiſlature; under certain charters and 


| ſtipulations ſettled by the legal powers then ex- 


iſting; which charters and ſtipulations not on- 


ly in themſelves implicitly ſuppoſe, but contain 
expreſs reſerve of, their remaining under the 


authority of the one common ſupreme Legiſla- 
tive. Nothing can be more evident, than that 
ſuch tranſactions as theſe ſpeak aloud very 
plainly the ſubjection of the Coloniſts to Parlia- 

ment, in regard to every branch of civil power, 


from which they are not by grant or charter ex- 
empted. And accordingly it has conſtantly and 
uninterruptedly exerciſed all ſuch legiſlative 
and . pony as have been judged 


expedient, 
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expedient, in all ſorts of concerns; and alfo 
enforced this its own conſtitutional right and 
ſupremacy over the Colonies, by an expreſs ſta- 
tute in King William the zhird's time, when 
ſome feeble attempts were made againſt it. 
« When Lord Chatham,” ſays the noted Jux1- 
us, © affirms that the authority of the Britiſh 
< legiſlature is not ſupreme over the Colonies, | 
ein the ſame ſenſe, in which it is ſupreme over 
«+ Great Britain, —I liſten to him with diffidence 
< and. reſpect, but without the ſmalleſt degree 
« of conviction or aſſent.” „„ 
: © This vic "REY SEL Cabs Letters and 
advocates of our fellow-ſubje&s in America en- 
deavour to turn our views now entirely from 


thoſe tranſactions and the Colonial charters to 
| - other 


* Letters, &c. vol. II. p. 268. Dr. Paick aſks, P- 40, 
« Did they not ſettle in America under the faith of Char- 
< ters?” Doubtleſs ; and this Country claims their ſubor- 


dination to Parliament under the fab of thoſe Charters,— 


Did not theſe Charters promiſe them the enjoyment of 7 
« all the rights of Engliſhmen ?” None inconſiſtent with 


the ſovereign ſupremacy of Parliament; no exclufive right 


vf ſelf-legiſlation and ſelf-taxation by their own Aſſem- 
blies: that would imply a contradiction. For the reſt, the 


- allowing them to tax themſelves, and to have ſubordinate 


local legiſlatures of their own, excludes not in the leaſt the 
n *** of Parliament. 


— 


be) 
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| other more pliable principles ſaying, tc that 
the ſupreme authority of Parliament over the 


Colonies is contrary to right and juſtice, and 


therefore never could be eſtabliſned by any 


compact, ſtipulations, or acquieſcence:— Had 


„ there been,” ſays Doctor PRICE. expreſs ſti- 
„ pulations to this purpoſe in all the charters 


« of the Colonies, they would, in my opinion, 


ebe no more bound by them, than if it had 


been ſtipulated with them, that they ſhould 


_ go naked, or expoſe themſelves to the incur- 
. « fjons of wolves and tigers.- 


« with all liberal enquirers ought to be, not 
* what juriſdiction over them Precedents, Sta- 


& tutes, and Charters give, but what reaſon and 


The queſtion 


8. e and the rights of humanity give.” * 


Thus we are got again to principles of aatu- 


ral right : and 1 anſwer again, that according 


to theſe, the Doctor ſhould have extended his 


views further than to taxation and internal legifla- 
tion f: for theſe ſame principles will equally 
prove the Parliament to have no civil authority 
| whatever over the Colonies. They have as good 
2 natural right to regulate their own trade, and 


their 


* Page 41, 32. | 


7 Page Loo, in the Note. 5 


CO 


* * b * * 


2 — * . — 


ae err en 
their own connections with other ſtates, as to be 
their own internal legiſlators. Accordingly Mr. 
Mol yxEUx, when he argued againſt Ireland's 


being bound by Acts of the Britiſh Parliament, 


on the principle,.“ that the Iriſh had no ſhare 
in mak ing thoſe laws, and that Slavery is the 
es being bound by laws to which we do not 


« conſent” (the very principles adopted by 
Doctor PRI E), very conſiſtently denied the 


Parliament's right to make any laws, even to 


regulate the trade of Ireland in this muchi 


more fair and conſiſtent than the preſent aſſer- 
tors of thoſe principles in favour of America, 
who ſtill maintain the Parliament of Great-Bri- 


tain to have rights over the people of America, 
which thoſe very principles clearly ſubvert.— 
One writer indeed ſcruples not to ſpeak out in 
the following manner :—* Many will perhaps 
«be ſurprized to fee the legiſlative authority 


4 of the Britiſh Parliament over the Colonies, 


« denied in every inſtance. Thoſe the Writer 
informs, that, when he began this piece, he 
would probably have been ſurprized at ſuch 


< an opinion himfelf. For it was the reſult, 


« not the occaſion of his diſquiſitions. He en- 
« tered upon them with a view and expecta- 
ac tion of being 28 to trace e ſome conſtitutional 


line 
Page 100, in che Note. | 
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« « line 1 thoſe caſes, in which we (the 
« Americans) ought, and: thoſe, in which we 


. <« ought: not, to acknowledge the power of Par- 
e liament over us. In the proſecution. of his 
e inquiries, he became fully convinced, that 
0 « ſuch a line doth not exiſt; and that there can be 


n medium between acknowledging and ur 


— 


« that power in 4 Canna = 


5 5. You will ovabably ſay, that 1 have 8 


therto only explained to you my opinion, that 
the arguments from natural rigbt, in favour of 
the American pretenſions, extend to entire po- 


litical independence, - without telling you my 


ſenſe of their intrinſic merit and validity. It is 
true. I meant to inſinuate, that as the Colo- 
_ . nies are ſaid ſtill to acknowledge their rightful 
{] ſubjection to parliamentary authority, in regard 
to the regulation of trade and other civil con- 
cerns, as uſual before the preſent troubles,— 
therefore thoſe topics from the Law of Nature 
would prove too much, and conſequently: nothing. | 
7 But I will anſwer you more directly. I find no 
Z En, at all i in thoſe general reaſonings hither- 


oof NY , 


* (7 e on the nature, ye 5 extent of the legiſla- | 


tive authority of the Britiſh Parliament. Printed in 1 WS. 
attributed to Dr. FxankxLin. See Dr. Tucker? s 5th trad, 


* 47. 
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to alledged to prove their having any natural, 


much leſs a conſtitutional, right to Self. govern- 
ment and Independence on the authority of 


Parliament, in any one department of civil 


power: indeed they all center in Doctor Pa icx's 
vrineipkes of Government and Civil Liberty, 


the inſufficiency of which J have endeavoured 


to point out in the piece” _ accompanies this 
letter. | 


* 28 5 
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Thete is however, in my opinion, a good 
deal more appearance of plauſibility in ſome 
hints and argumentations, occaſionally thrown 


out only as collateral ſupports, founded upon 


the particular fituation and ſpecial circumſtances 
of the caſe: as for inſtance; — the Colonies be- 


ing grown to a body of powerful States, likely 
to become very ſoon a mighty empire, equal 


and haply ſuperior to Great Britain; able in 
every reſpect to ſubſiſt alone, to act for and 


protect themſelves, and ſeparated from us by a 
great Ocean, at the diſtance of above 3000 


miles. Muſt ſuch an Empire, it may be ſaid, 


ſo circumſtanced, which from its peculiar and 
diſtant ſituation from Great Britain, has neceſ- 
ſarily ſuch different natural connections and in- 


tereſts, and alſo wants thoſe ties of near neigh- 


W_ wich. it, chat ordinarily connect people 
3 
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together! into one civil community, WE one 
and the ſame Legiſlature, —ſtill continue, to its 
own evident inconvenience, united to Great 
Britain as one State? Nay! is it not a till 
greater impropriety and inconvenience,—that 
| ſuch an empire, ſo circumſtanced, ſhould be 
ſubje& to a Legiſlature, reſident at ſo great a 
diſtance, on this ſide the Atlantic, with the 
members of which, in general, the connections 
muſt unavoidably be very looſe, the intercourſe 
difficult and tedious, the fellow-feeling and 
mutual ſenſibility too faint ;—can ſuch a Legiſ- 
lature, ſo circumſtanced, ſuperintend adequate- 


ly and beneficially a Community ſo remote; 
can it be a competent judge of their circum- 


ſtances and abilities, of their ſufferings and op- 
preſſions; z can it quickly enough know, feel, 
or redreſs evils, and operate as the public wel- 


fare may require? Have not the American 


communities therefore a well-grounded plea in 
reaſon and equity to emancipate themſelves 
from civil union with us, and to govern them- 
ſelves? eſpecially as it is much to be doubted, 
whether even any ſcheme can be deviſed of 
uniting them under one Legiſlature with us, 
conſiſtent with a due regard to the principles of 
a free and equal Government“. We were, 
C:2 they 


PF 1 We N poſition may be found En” 
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they ay ſay, in our infancy and firſt youth, . | 
under the care of our parents; and during that Nh 
RY. time ſubſervient to their intereſts, under their | 
authority; now we are arrived at manhood, and 
dodugnt to be, from ſtrength. and * inde- 
pendent agents. 


This mode of argumentation, in favour of 

the propriety and juſtice of American indepen- 

' dence, 18 ſuggeſted by Doctor Prics ; but I 

think I have placed it in a much more forcible 

light, than it is found in his pamphlet“. I 1 75 
would, in the firſt place, obſerve, that the 
point here argued, not being part of the queſ- 
tion between this Kingdom and the Colonies, 
is out of the line of the preſent ſubject. No 
ſuch claim has yet been made in dire terms. 
When it is, it will be time to conſider this 

E, particular argument more fully. In the mean 
| time, admitting at preſent the apparent plauſi- 
bility of it, —ſuch arguers ſhould be reminded, 
that in their zeal for the intereſts of our bre- 

| | | thren in America, they entirely overlook the 
a. _ intereſt that Great Britain may have in the con- 
I l. itinuance of the civil compact, which unites it 

=—_ m_e the. Colonies. | | 
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Civil Society would be a mere rope of ſand, 
= if every individual, or whole bodies of men, 
had a diſcretionary liberty to diſſolve their civil 
union with the reſt of the community, when- 
ever they judged it moſt for their convenience. 

f Such a liberty would be eyidenly inconſiſtent 
with. the ends of Civil Society. The private 

_ Intereſts indeed of individuals, or of particular 
bodies of individuals, may juſtly be conſidered, 
as the motive of aſſociating, with others, bur 
can not be the meaſure of their obligations to 
the Society: for other people had the ſame 
views in aſſociating with them, and thus the 
common intereſt becomes the end and bond of 

the union, and the ſtandard of political duty. 
Protection and ſecurity is what the Society 
gives. Allegiance is what it has a right to, 

and can not ſubſiſt without. There is thus a 

mutual compact between all the members of a 
community, and between the body politic and 

, the members; a mutual intereſt in each other, 

\ which i is particularly modified by the various 
relations the different parts of the whole ſtand 
1 in to one another, ariſing from ſituation, agree- 
ment, or other circumſtances. And doubtleſs f 
particular circumſtances and ſituations may en- 
4 hance prodigiouſly the degree of that intereſt in 


the common union: as for inſtance, the neigh- 


3 bs | bourhood 
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dbourhood of potent ſtates animated with a ſpi- 


rit of dominion and encroachment ; wealth and 


ſtrength expended by the community on any 
particular part; a common debt; any common 
obligation incumbent upon the whole ſociety ;— — 
which things I only juſt hint at in the utmoſt 
generality, but are capable of being much more 
ſtrongly urged. It appears plainly, however, 
that Civil Society, being formed for mutual 
benefit, implies a mutual contract and allegi- 
ance; from which one part may not diſcretion- 
ally depart, merely for their own private con- 
venience, without conſent of the reſt; and that 
there may be very juſt and weighty reaſons 
for refuſing aſſent in ſuch a caſe, and forcing 
the refractory 5 to due ſubordination, | 


Now SY a fad, that Great-Britain and the 
American Colonies are one Civil community. 
The Charters implied the original compact, and 
were alſo a formal renewal of it with peculiar 
circumſtances and modifications, according to 
which they variouſly contribute, in their reſpec- 

tive eſtabliſhed order and relation, to the good, 
ſafety, and welfare of the whole Empire. Theſe 
bonds,—this obligation, — may not be diſſolved 
merely at the pleaſure and for the particular 
convenience of one party. How far this coun- 
try 


- 
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try may be particularly intereſted from ſuch 
circumſtances as above hinted at, or others of | 
like nature, to keep the Colonies within the 
bonds and terms of the mutual compact, I 
leave to the judgment of others; meaning 
only to ſuggeſt, that theſe conſiderations ought 
at leaſt to be put in the ſcale, when people are 
7 weighing arguments for the independance of the 
| Colonies, founded on their particularcir cum- 
ſtances, diſtinct intereſts, greater conveniency, 
flouriſhing ſtare, ability to do without us, and 
fuch like of clean motives, f 


Circumſtances may doubtleſs be imagined and ; 
| conceived, in which the American Colonies, as 
; well as any other part of the Empire, might 
juſtly claim emancipation. Accordingly Doctor 
Pick enters with this view into the ſpecula- 
tive region of poſſibles *; where it is to no pur- 
| poſe to purſue, till thoſe circumſtances become | 
5 actual, or are declared ſo by him. : | 


$ 6. Bur, Sie! although the claims of the 
| Colbnies to be ſubject only to their own Aſſem 
blies in matters of legiſlation and taxation, or 
in any department of civil ſovereignty, ſtand 
not on any reaſonable ground; although the 

225 | ſupreme | 
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ſupreme authority of Parliament over the whole 


Britiſh Empire be an inconteſtible axiom, ac- 


cording to /aw and the principles of the Conflitu- 
tion yet it muſt be acknowledged that the 
caſe of the Colonies, in regard to this Leg {la- 
tive body, is.very materially. different from 

of the inhabitants of Great Britain. The par- | 
ticular relation, in which that Legiſlature ſtands 


1 the latter, forms, and was intended to form, | 
a conſiderable check to the abuſe of the ſu- 


preme truſt of government, and of that im- 
portant branch of it Taxation. This is one 


characteriſtic of our Conſtitution, as far as it is 


a free one. The Houſe of Commons is a tem- 


Porary body, elected every ſeven years, or 
ſooner, by the F recholders of forty ſhillings. a 


year throughout the kingdom, and by the Bur- 
geſſes of cities and boroughs ſcattered all over 
the kingdom. the members of which are ſub- 


4 ject to the ſame laws and taxes they impoſe up- 


on others, and are ſettled in all parts of the 
country; intimately connected with it and with 
the reſt of the people, by their families, eſtates, 


| connections, dependencies, &c.; which 1 is the 
caſe e 3 the Peers. 


Widehy different is ' doubtleſs the caſe of | 


thoſe 8 communities of Britiſh ſubjects, 


ſituated 
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 fituated in America. They are deſtitute of thoſe 
controls on the ſupreme legiſlature, which ariſe. 
from the rights and circumſtances juſt men- 
tioned : for that power is fixed on this ſide the 
Atlantic, at 3000 miles diſtance from them; 
they ſhare not any wiſe in that power, neither 
perſonally, nor by their votes ar intereſt at 
elections; neither do they ſtand in thoſe other 
circumftances above-mentioned of near connec- 
tion with the Legiſlators; they might there- 
fore perhaps have reaſon to apprehend a diſ- 


£2 proportionate part of the public burden being 


caſt upon them, for the eaſe of us and the le- 
giſlators themſelves. —This difference is very 
feelingly repreſented by a writer, whoſe words 
I ſhall inſert below“; and Doctor Price's few 

D refleQions 


6 * « No you not know the infinite differente between a 

nation, where all have not the power of voting for their 
t repreſentatives, and a nation where zone have that power? 
The former is your condition, and therefore, you are a 
4 free people; the former is what we claim: the latter is 


90 the condition of ſlaves, and that is what you offer us. 
England can not be taxed, but by an Aſſembly, where 


< her land is repreſented by knights, her monied intereſt 
by citizens and burgeſſes, and therefore ſhe is a free na- 


- « tion. Is then America on a par with England, in point 


1 of freedom, if ſhe can be taxed by an Aſſembly, to which 
Aer Freeholders ſend” #0 Knights, and her Cities zo Citi- 
; : . zens ? 
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reflections to the ſame purpoſe muſt therefore 
be allowed their due weight. | 


Theſe 


<« zens ?--<-It is not true, that we are in as good a condition 
as thoſe Britons, whom you call unrepreſented, and who 
* are not electors: for even they have this great advantage, 
«« that both the repreſentative, and the electors, pay a part 
« of the tax, as well as thoſe, who have no ſuffrage ; where- 
c as, if the Houſe of Commons of England ſhould tax the 
« Americans, neither the repreſentatives, nor the eleQors, 
would pay any proportion of what they impoſed upon 
e us; they would not tax, but antax themſelves, The 
i condition therefore of an Engliſhman, who has no ſuf- 
te frage, when taxed by the Britiſh legiſlature, and, of an 
Ko American taxed by the ſame authority, are totally diſſi- 
4 milar. - - - - A body of 500 men, ſituated in the midſt of 
<« ſeyen millions, and taxing thoſe ſeven millions, would 
„ ſurely be more bound to moderation, by fear, if not by 
« principle, than the ſame body, aſſiſted and ſupported by 
* thoſe ſeven millions, in taxing two millions, who are at 
« a diſtance. To oppreſs, in one inſtance, would, at leaſt, 
e be infamy, if it would not be puniſhment ; in the other, 
„ they might find it popularity, they might think it patrio- 
t tiſm. Mr. P— vr ſaid (if I miſtake not) that every man 
in England could huzza at an election“ even that method 
of expreſſing one's wiſhes, is ſome ſatisfaction, and has 
« ſome influence; the ſhoutings of the people have had 
es great effects We can not even buzza at an election. 

« How different is the effect of a petition {as by the 
] | | ; hands 


8 See . on”, 433 47, 48, 100. 
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Theſe comparative diſadvantages of TR Ame- 
rican Colonies have ariſen aec identally from 
their emigration; but they have not, till late- 


ly, been of age or ſtrength enough to feel them ; 
ſo univerſally :—from feeling they have pro- 


|  ceeded to reaſoning; and a concurrence of va- 


rious circumſtances has extended their views 
to unwarranted lengths. But indeed ſo far as 
they only deſire to be put upon a more equal 
footing with ourſelves, in regard to govern- 
ment and conſtitutional checks - againſt the 
abuſes of power, eſpecially in regard to taxa- 
tion, I really think them warranted by the 
principle of equity, liberty, and the ſpirit of the 
Britiſh conſtitution. I earneſtly wiſh them to 
be put upon as equal a footing as poſlible with 
|. their fellow. ſubjects in Britain. How far, and 

„„ „ 


« hands of the injured, enforced by their affiduity, and 
e recommended by their tears, from that of our paper-re- 
4 greſentatiomm; They are ſubje& to be miſrepreſented in 
| «© a thouſand ways: they come cold, and you do not feel 
them; often too late, and you cannot comply with them; 
and what was done by you through inattention and mĩſ- 


1 take, muſt be maintained for dignity ; in a word, they 


E « do not ſtrike home, either upon your caution, or your 
4 kindneſs; your affections or your fears: In this particu- 
lar, the very women and children of England have an 
by « influence upon Parliament, of which the Americans are 
| « deſtiture. How different is your Lot from ours!” Cafe 
i of Great- Britain and America, London 1769, p. 6—15. 
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in what degree or mode, this be practicable, 
conſiſtent with the being united under one ſu- | 50 
preme authority, —is a ſubject, I preſume, of 
ſome difficulty, but not impoſſible to be adjuſt- 
ed, were there mutual good diſpoſitions on both 
ſides. Several ſchemes have been propoſed: . 7 
the Parliament made an offer to this purpoſe, ; 
in regard to the great object of taxation, in 
the ſpring of laſt year: — it was this; that up- 
* on atts of their own legiflation for raiſing à rea- 
&« ſonable ſum towards the charges, with which 
„government muſt neceſſarily be burdened for their. 2) 
% protection and defence, atts of Parliament for 
' * taxing them ought to be repealed, and that it will 
te not be adviſeable to tax them for the future.” 


This was putting them nearly on the footing 

of Ireland. How has it been received? With | | 
inſult. If the American Colonies did not like 
that, ſhould they not, in their turn, have pro- 
poſed ſome other ſcheme? But it is remark- 
able, that while many plans have been deviſed 

here, in order to do them as much juſtice as 
poſlible, they keep quite aloof, without offer- 
ing any terms tending to reconcile our mutual 
union under one ſupreme authority with 19 815 
ſecurity. and freedom. The truth of the matter 
is,—the preſent ideas there allow of no ſuch 
- | | oOonciliation: 


* 
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| conciliation : union with us under one common 
. Jupreme authority is what neither their leaders, 
| nor Doctor Price's principles, will admit of; 
* the Colonies inſiſt,“ ſays he, © on being zreat- 
= ed as free communities: * but inſtead of ſaying 
1 in direct terms, they offer nothing in anſwer 


to our condeſcenſions, but the demand to be 


reſtored to the ſame ſituation and connections 
. Great Britain, as at the cloſe of the laſt 
| that is, according to their ideas, to 2 
. e's of "EXCLUSIVE internal legiſlation and tax- 
b ation by their own Aſſemblies, which they ab- 
N ſolutely inſiſt upon; that is, demanding, that 
Parliament ſhall renounce all the claims, that 
| gave occaſion to, or increaſed, the preſent trou- 
bles, while they peremptorily refuſe to recede 
an inch from theirs: it is demanding, in regard 


to taxation and the public burdens, that we, | 


and the reſt of this great empire, ſhould place 
an implicit confidence in heir dj iſcretion, at 
'the ſame time they abſolutely refuſe to place 
any i in ours: it is demanding, not to be put 
| on al an equal footing with other Britiſh ſubjects, 


but on a more independent one; on ſuch a foot- 


ing, as Is inconſiſtent with their remaining Bri- 
| riſh ſubjeQs. To ſuch demands the Colonies 


have no . conſtitutional, or natural right: 
1 reaſon 


| 


* See page 56. 
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reaſon and equity alſo pronounce ſuch claims 


to be equally inadmiſſible by this country and 
the Parliament, as the claim to their abſolute 
| ſubmiſſion could be to them. Accordingly the 


Parliament, at the ſame time that it held out 
the olive branch in the reſolution of the ſpring 
1775, declared it could not relinquiſh any part 
of its ſovereign authority over all the dominions 


of the Britiſh empire. 


In ſhort, any terms they claim for- further 
fecurity againſt oppreſſion, or the equitable in- 
creaſe of freedom, conſiſtent with our joint and 
equal ſubmiſſion to the one ſupreme legiſlature, 
ought to be duly attended to,—and are a ſuit- 
able ground to treat upon ; but ſuch as deſtroy 
this bond of civil union, and vindicate to them 
ſelf. legiſlation and ſelf- taxation, independent 


of the authority of Parliament, a the 
mark much too . 


8 7. See there, Sir! my ſentiments on the 
principal queſtions relating to the power of 
Parliament over the American part of the Bri- 
tiſh empire. Others have been ſtarted con- 
cerning the policy and propriety of the exertions 
of that power in particular inſtances of taxa- 
tion, legiſlation, coercion, or the oppoſing force 


to 
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to their reſiſtance. I do not think myſelf qua- 
 lified, either by ſufficient knowledge of par- 
ticular facts, or by inſight enough into the in- 
terior ſtate, trade, production, finances, and 
reſources of the Colonies, perhaps not of this 
| e to communicate a ſatisfactory judg- 
ment on thoſe topics they have been largely 
e though with a latitude, that allows 
many plauſible things to be alledged on both 
tides, with much wrangling and ſpeculation 
| to little purpoſe. One thing however ſeems 
to admit not of diſpute; to wit, that the Ame- 


5 rican Colonies ought to bear a proportionable 


part of the public burdens of the ſtate. This 
is evident on general principles: I need not 


therefore urge, that half the preſent burthen- 


ſome debt on the ſtate was contracted in a war, 
begun in their immediate defence, and proſe- 
cuted with the utmoſt zeal and vigour, till its 
good ſucceſs iſſued in delivering them from a 


moſt. dangerous and obnoxious neighbour, and 


in enabling them, by all the great advantages 
conſequent thereupon, to bid defiance to us 
and the ſupreme Legiſlature. Some ſeem to 
think, that no profit aught to be expected 
from the Colonies, but what reſults from com- 


mercial regulations. How great the profits are 


| which the ſtate derives from the Act of Navi- 
| gation 


32 A LETTER 


gation in all its chance I pretend not to 
aſcertain; but I ſhould apprehend; with ſub- 


miſſion to better judgment, that a proportion- 


able taxation would be as beneficial a mode of 
their contributing to the common fund, and 


certainly a leſs arbitrary and oppreſſive one. 


than fuch a monopoly of their commerce: I am 
aware of the general opinion, that the manu- 
factures of this country, and by their means; 
its wealth and flouriſhing ſtate, ate principally 
ſupported by that monopoly; but I doubt the 
fact, and am nevertheleſs of opinion, that the 
people of this iſland would be more laſtingly, 
ſecurely; and ſubſtantially benefited by the 
other mode, and allowing the Coloniſts in ge- 
neral as free a trade, as we ourſelves enjoy 
here. 


In regard to the +ight and propriety of uſing 
coercive meaſures againſt the American re- 
ſiſtance to government, —I can ſee no reaſon 
to doubt either. This country and the colo- 
nies are united in one civil community, —ur'- 
der one ſupreme legiſlature, — for the purpoſe 
of the general welfate. To this union the 
Colonies now run counter; by rejecting the 
ſupreme authority of that legiſlature in ſome 


of 128 moſt effential departments of civil go- 


vernment; 
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vernment; by refuſing to be ſubject; in thoſe 
reſpects, to any common joint Legiſlature, to 
any power but their own provincial Aﬀettiblics, 
Suppoſe the cities bf London, Briſtol, or Leeds 
were to deny the fight of Parliament to tax 
their citizens, and pretend to the right of ſelf. 
legiſlation and taxation, independent of its au- 
 rhority, and infit; is Doctor Px ic ſays oe 
Colonies do, on being treated as free comm 
_ ti855*==ſhould you not think that it would ub 
the r as well as the duty of Parliamefit, in 
truſt for the reſt of the community, to compel 
them to due ſubordination, and putiiſh them, 
as. circumſtances ſhould require, fot diſobedi- 
ence? Apply this to the American Colonies. 
The pretenſions they form to. ſelf-government 
and Telf-raxation by their owh Aſſemblies, iti: 
dependent of Parliamentary authority, are: 
agreeable to what has been faid in the forego- 
ing pages, equally urjuſtifiable and inadmiſfi- 
ble as in any other part of the ſtate. What 
remains then for the ſupreme powef to do, in 
conformity with its truſt, but to compel them 
to their duty and the terms of the ſocial com- 1 
pact? The reſt of the community has 4 con- 
tracted right to their equal ſubordination, and 
W is ee to page rt nn 
| at 9 e larly 
| ® Seo page 56, | 
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_ larly: 2 as not to leave their contributions to 
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the public! burdens of the ſtate to their own 
diſcretion, to give and grant as they pleaſe. At 
the ſame time every well - diſpoſed perſon will 


heartily wiſh, that no private intereſts, or ill 


temper on either ſide, may prevent the conteſt 
being ended and the ſword. ſheathed, as ſoon as 
ever the intereſts of the nation, of juſtice, and 
of humanity, will allow, with every ſecurity to 


their property and civil rights nnen 
* general e 


i 


8 e e meaſutes of Adminiſtration 


in theſe matters, either prior or ſubſequent to 
the reſiſtance the Colonies have made to Go- 


vernment. I did not take up my pen with a 
view to ſay any thing about them, but only to 
give you, in compliance with your deſire, my 
ſentiments on the pretenſions of the American 
Colonies, in reſpect of Right and Equity, ac- 
companied with a little ſpice of reaſoning, and, 
I 1. hows: with 8 en and ue 


* 9 now to communicate ſome: brief r. re- 
marks on ſeveral paſſages in Doctor PxIoxE's 
pamphlet, which will Mulde and confirm the 


preceding e. 


n; 


/ * 
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- $8. In order to render the Parliamentary 
authority of internal legiſlation and taxation 


over the Colonies odious, the Doctor miſrepre- 
ſents its nature and the nature of Civil Govern- 


ment very groſsly. He repreſents it.—as a diſ- 


turbance of, and an attack upon, the poſſeſſion of 
their property; as ſuch an abſolute command, mere 
diſcretionary power, and eternal maſtery," over their 
 obole property and legiſlation, as would leave them 
nothing to call their own;—as a power of ſubjet7- 
ing them to any modes of government at pleaſure, 


for inſtance, to the arbitrary power of the crown, 


or of ceding them to France ;—in ſhort, as a power, 


to which it is impoſſible to fix any bounds or limita- 
lions; a power of doing with them juſt what cue 
| pleaſe, ſo that their ſtate is that of unconditional 
ſubmiſſion and ſiavery, of having no lato But our 
will, no right of judging, how far authority in le- 


giflation and taxation may extend, but bolling all 
"that is valuable at the: md of nen 


} 


This 5 doubtleſs a dreadful picture; and 


though ſome of the expreſſions are capable of 
a favourable meaning, yet taking the whole 


together, and the ſenſe, which the different 
P en impart to one another, it muſt 
PPC be 


e page 3, 26, 34s 35, 35, 40% 45, 4 45, 45. 
8 Oy” . 62, 89, * | 


1 
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be allowed to be a complete deſcription of the 
moſt arbitrary Deſpotiſm on the one hand, and = 
of the moſt abject Slavery on the other. But a 
it is happily a very extravagant milrepreſenta- 
tion of the nature of the caſe; and the relation 
between Governors and the governed, in any „ 
of the Doctor's free ſtates, might be carica- 
| ned hat u the ame terms. 
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The. power, 3 is. ——_ 3 hy Legis 

lature over the Colonies can not, as Dr. PRIex 8 
ohſerves, be better ſtated than in the words f « 
W an act of Parliament made on purpaſę to define 
18 it e. That act declares, That this kingdom 
I! | <* has power, and of right ought to have power, 

< to make laws and ſtatutes to bind the Colo- 

Seeed pete of Americs i0 gester. 
Seger, Dreadful power "indeed! exclaims the | | 
_— Doctor, I defy am one t0-expreſs Slavery in firong- - 
j er language, —Yes | I think that vile ſtate has 
1 | been much ſtronger expreſſed by himſelf in the 
A 5 terms juſt mentioned. 177 is the ſame, ſays he, 
"1 with declaring, ©* that we have a right to do with 
=_— |: them what we pleaſe: That I deny: it ex- 
1 preſſes only civil power; fo that the nature of 
3 the ſuhject naturally limits the ſenſe of the ge- 
1 neral n all caſes tobatever ; 3 by which 


\'F 3 
bid! WP bing 
1 2 1 
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vothing more was or could be meant, than that 
the ſupreme authority of Parliament over the 
Colonies is as general, as that of Civil Govern- 
ment, limited by no er ur ee p 1 
HT whatever. N. | or gh 


The ies 18, * . claim af . is 


calls civil power: now Civil power, even in 


the higheſt and moſt abſolute degree, is a truſt, 
hmited in its own nature by the end and pur- 
poſes” of the civil union, which is the ſecurity 


and promotion of the general welfare: beyond 


theſe limits Governors have na rights, and the 
People, ſtrictly ſpeaking, owe no ſubjection. 
This power is therefore not arbitrary or tyran- 
nical in itſelf, nor implies any right of doing 
with ſubjects and their properties according to 


mere pleaſure; that would be aſcribing to go- 


vernment a right to defeat the very end for 
which wis ee and to > betray the truſt 


88 85 WS chad, repoſed 


* Mr. Locks declares,——< that the Legiſlative is, 1 
© ALL cas8s, whilſt the Government ſubſiſts, surxgUuE.“ 


On Government, book H. 5 150. —Theſe are. the terms A 
the Declaratory Act; and they ſhew., with what truth and 
propriety ] Doctor Price prides himſelf on teaching the fame f 
doctrine with that excellent writer. This civil omnipotence 
of Government is -maintained' by all the moſt eſteemed 


writers on the ſubject. 15 the denial of it implies a 
r 
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repoſed in it. Men catry rights with them in- 
to civil ſociety, which no government may in- 
fringe: The ſupreme power,” ſays Lockx, 
* in whatever hands it be placed, is not, nor 
«can poſſibly be, abſolutely arbitrary over the 
« lives and fortunes of the people. For it be- 
ing but the joint power of every member of 
the ſociety, delegated to that perſon or aſſem- 
< bly, which is legiſlator; it can be no more than 
te thoſe perſons had in a ſtate of nature, before 
they entered into ſociety,” and gave up to the 
community. For no body can transfer to 
& another more power, than he has in himſelf; 
« and no body has an abſolute arbitrary power 
ver himſelt, or over any other, to deſtroy his 
<< own life, or take away the life and proper- 
ty of another. - - The legiſlative power, 
in the utmoſt bounds of it, is /imited to the 
$6 public goed of the ſociety. It is a power, that 
t hath noother end but preſervation, and there- 
| & fore can never have right to deſtroy, enſlave, 
« or deſignedly to impoveriſh the ſubjects, - - - - 
The legiſlative can nat transfer the power of 
__ making laws to any other hands. For it be- 
ing but a delegative power from the people, 
«they, who babe it, can not paſs it over to 
others. Being derived from the people by a 
0 e c k and Inſtitution, it 
* e s 14 5 5 n 
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«can/be no other, than what that poſitive grant 
« conveyed, which being only to make Laws, 
« and not to make Legi/lators,: the Legiſlative 
can have no power to transfer their authori- 
« ty of making laws, and place it in other 
&c * hands.” * | | 738 0 ergy. 


05 3 . that Doctor Pxict's 
ſtate of the queſtion between us and the Colo- 
nies,” page 43, to wit, — Whether the Britiſh 
„Parliament has, or has not, of right, a power 
« to diſpoſe of their property, and to model, 
« as it pleaſes, their governments, —is ſome- 
what inaccurately and invidiouſly expreſſed: it 
ſhould have been more f airly ſtated, thus 5—— 
Whether the Britiſh Parliament has, or has not, 
the ſame right to tax their property, and to 
model their governments, as it has in reſpect 
of any other part of the community, for the 
general benefit. But the Doctor objects. 
that the claiming a right to alter the conſti- 
tutions of the Colonies implies a right of ſub- 
| jecting them to the arbitrary power of a King, 
or of the Grand Signior.“ 1 This is aſſerting, 
in direct contradiction to Lock and reaſon, 
that a en een to certain perſons, to 
j wa 500: 4; Te 


on Government, book II. $ 135, 141. ; 
+ See page. 45, 48. 
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ordinate juriſdictions and conſtirutions, im- 
plies a tight to transfer that entruſted power to 
other hands; an afſſertion, too favourable to 


arlitraty power to be admitted without fub: 
ſtantial proof. „ ee 


The Doctor however urges, that if the de- 
cliratory abt of Parliament above-mentioned 
means any thing, it means, that the proper- 
„ty, and the legiſlations of the Colonies, àre 
t ſubject to the abſolute diſcretion of Great 
Britain, and ought of right to be ſb. The 
„nature of the thing admits of no limitation. 
The Colonies: can never be admitted to be 
judges; how far the authority over them in 
+ thefe cafes ſhall extend. This would be to 


deſtroy it entirely. If any part of theit pro- 


«+ perty is ſubject ro our diteretion, the ] 
< muſt. be ſo. If we Have à right to interfere 
* ar all in their internal legiſtations, we have a 
8 right to interfere as far as we think proper. 


It is ſelf- evident; that this leaves thetti no. 
« thing they can call their own.” H is ic 


poſfible that Doctor Pic can reaſon thus! 


The moſt arbitrary deſpot of Aſia eoila not 


wiſh for a logic more: favorable to che moſt ab- 


See page 38. 
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| je llavery. The followin g brief obſervations 
will ſufficiently expoſe its abſurdity, without 
taking any further notice of the impropriety of 
ſubſtituting Great Britain and us for the Pariia- - 
nent. Government is a general diſcretionary 
truſt of command over the actions, concerns. 
property, and ſtrength of thoſe, who belong to 
- the community, for the purpoſes of the civil 
union. This the act declares to be veſted in 
the Parliament in regard to the Colonies. They 
are declared to be ſubject to its diſcretionary 
government, juſt as we are; juſt as every civil 
community is ſubject to ſome ſupreme Legiſla- : 
ture. The nature of things admits of and ne- 
ceſſarily implies palpable limitations, via. the 
ends of the truſt, the laws of reaſon and na- 
ture. The Colonies are judges, and ſo are we 
and every people on the face of the earth, in 
| all caſes, when oppreſſed by a tyrannical exer- 
tion of authority ; z nor does this deſtroy or im- 
pair at all the authoritative exertions of the ſu- 
preme Power within the limits of its truſt; and 
beyond thoſe limits it has, properly ſpeaking, 
no exiſtence. The great maſters of the ſubject 
of Civil Government, the incomparable Locks | 
and HoapLeyv, eſpecially the latter, have ſer 
this matter in the cleareſt light, againſt all the 
ſubtilties and ſophiſms, chat the wit of man 
88 FF Sb could 
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| ſome people has led him 1 to miſunderſtand the doc- 
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could invent; and have evidently ſnewn, that a 
right to tax or to exerciſe any civil power, which 
is always a fiduciary truſt, implies no ſuch con- 
ſequences as Doctor Pa rox here infers. Indeed 


he himſelf, in another place, ſufficiently ener- 


vates thoſe abſurd inferences, by remarking, 
that Government is an inſtitution for the be- 


_ * nefit of the people governed; ------in _ 


« very nature of it, a TRUST; and all its powers 


ea DELEGATION for gaining particular ends. 
This truſt may be mifapplied and abuſed. It 


may be employed to defeat the very ends, 
« for which it was inſtituted; and to ſubvert 


4 « the very rights, which it ought to protect. 
Nothing therefore can be more abſurd 


« than the doctrine, which ſome have taught 
« with reſpect to the omnipotence of Parlia- 
ments. They poſſeſs no power beyond the 


. « limits of the truſt, for the execution of which 


10 they were formed. If they contradict this 
<« truſt, they betray their conſtituents, and dif 
« folve. themſelves,” * Thus juſtly can Doctor 
Pale reaſon on this ſubje&, when it ſuits his 


To ! Tis When he ſees fit to object to the 
| ſupreme 


| 75 See page 12, 15. | 
b And yet even here, in this paſſage, . his zeal againit 


trine 
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fapremi authority of Parliament over the Colo- 
nies,—then Government is repreſented as an 
* arbitrary and aniimitable deſpotiſin, to which no 
6 rpg can * lawfully ſubjected:“ when the 


F 2 | uncon- 


trine concerning the onnipotence of Parliament, and alſo to 
fall inadvertently into an abſurdity by what he immediately 
: ſubjoins. By that omnipotence the Doctor here means, —a | 
power or right extenſive beyond the limits of the truſt. for 


which it was delegated :>-now in the ir place, although _ 


people may differ, more or leſs, about the general or con- 
 Ritotional limits of the ſypreme power of Parliament, yet I 
preſume I may ſafely defy him to produce an example of 
any Zxch abſurd doctrine being taught, as that of the Parlia- 
ment's Authority extending beyond the limits of its truſt ; 

and ſeconaly, Omnipotence, in this aſſumed ſenſe, can no 
more be aſcribed to legiſlative authority in the people 
{which he ſeruples not to do in the next paragraph) than to 
the Parliament: for legiſlative authority in the people has 
the ſame general and intrinſic limits, beyond which it can 
not rightfully act. Indeed when he immediately ſabjoins ; 
* theirs is the only real omnipotence,”—that is ſelf-evident 
and admits of no reply; that ſort of phy/cal/ omnipotence 
1 e effectually al right, „ and e 


7 the omnipotence of Paainciic which has blek PER | 
ny urged on ſeveral occaſions, is meant nothing more,— 
than that it is ab/olutely ſupreme in command; that there is 
no civil or legal power in the ſtate ſuperior to it, and that 
\ Its acts can not be controlled or annulled by any other autho- 


N Fe This does not preclude i in the leaſt its Deng limited, 
= as 
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uncontrovertible doctrine of the civil. ne | 
or omnipotence of Parliament and of the ſovereign 
authority. is in his way, —then Government is 


repreſented a as * a truſt and delegation. for par- 
N * ticular 


as to the extent of its power, either by laws of Nature, or 
by 1 rules and principles of the Conſtitution: it only means, 
that as the Parliament is the ſupreme power in the ſtate, 
there neither is, nor can' be, any appeal againſt its oppref- 
ſons or tranſgreſſions of thoſe limits, but to the natural rights 
of the people to reſiſt oppreſſion, injuſtice, and unauthorized 
power. It is the ſame with every civil Government on the 
face of the earth: nothing is more evident to thoſe, chat 
have conſidered the ſubject, than that there muſt be in every 
civil ſociety a ſupreme commanding authority, veſted ſome- 
where, over the <vz/l, perſons, concerns, and power of the 
whole body, for the purpaſes of the civil union; and con- 
ſequently that the ſapreme Legiſlative, as ſuch, is abſolute, 
_ refiſtible, uncantrolable, and omnipotent, viz. in relation 
to the community: it is always limited by natural law; it 
may be limited by conflitucional law z— but it myſt be, as 
Mr. Locxs obſerves, in all caſes, as long as the govern- 
went ſubſiſts, svyREME over every other perſon, body, or 


power in the State: on Government, 9 150. This is the 


doctrine of the civil ſupremacy or omnipetence of Government 
taught by that great man, by GroTivs, PurrenDory, 
Hurenzsom, Hosblzr, &C. Compare Sir Epwarn 
Coxx 0 Inflitutes iv. 36, and BLacksrone' 8 Commentaries, A 
book I. chap. ii. $. 3. How ſtrangely has this plain evi- pl 
dent doctrine been lately miſconceived, miſrepreſented, and : 


abuſed by a an — ſpirit of pary! „ 4 
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t ticulat ends, beyond the limits of which it has 
3 no power.“ In both caſes, however, theſe 


contradictory repreſentations are equally appo- 
pong: ay ND to the P | 


his 9. Whether any perſons have 1 for 
the claims of Parliament from the neceſſary 
Unity of the Britiſh empire, or from the Superi- 
ority or Parency of this State, in the manner 
ſtated by Doctor Price , I will not ſtay to ex- 
amine; though I can not think, that any body 
has. But certainly there is no force in any of 
; hin arguments, which he repreſents: as drawn 
from thoſe topics; ſo that they afford him an 
eaſy triumph, and an opportunity of ſaying ſe- 
veral general things little to the purpoſe. In- 
deed the Doctor but tao often widely miſrepre. 
ſents or miſconceives the notions and reaſonings 
5 e, whom be has chaſer to 3 oe -- 


That in en to preſerve the Unity. bt the 
Britiſh empire, there muſt be ladged ſomewhere 
2 power of ſupreme legiſlation T,—1s'an incon: 
teſtible truth: but where that is lodged, how 


it is conſtituted, and in what manner limited, 1 


nobody, that knows what he is about, will at- 
Pe. to ſhew den * general notighs: of 
DTS * . N | 
75 Wee 2 7 * 


| 
| 
| 


ſtated, than he apprehends. The caſe is brief- 


Unity, but from the hiſtory of this people and 
of the conſtitution of their Government. OY * 

[As to arguing from the peru of the Bri. 
tiſh State, as Doctor Price terms it *,—it would 
be talking nonſenſe; becauſe the Colonies are ' 
a part of the Britiþ State. If, by this latter 
term, that part called Great Britain be meant; 
there is no civil ſuperiority, that I know of, 
claimed by this country over the Colonies z and, 


s ge e beer b, f 


Tbe ee of our being the parent 
bote, no more than that of our having protected 


the Colonies, can have been alledged to ſhew 


the conftitutional power of Parliament; - but may 
poſſibly, and not improperly, have been con- 


traſted with the unfriendly and refractory be- 
haviour of thoſe our * _ We | 


; oo: fade the e 


4 10. 55 idr for 15 8 45 
premacy of Parliament urged by ſome, as Doc- 
tor Price repreſents it,. from the land, on 


vhich the Coloniſts ſettled, being ours,“ +— 


is of more force, when fairly and properly 


| 1 
'* Lee page 36. Ser page 39. 
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ly 1 That territory, as far as it has been 
taken poſſeſſion of, inhabited, and ſettled in, by 
Britiſh ſubjects, under the authority, the ſanction, 
the protection, and the laws of the Britiſh ſtate, 
is become part of the territory of that ſtate ;— 
and, in. this ſenſe, if you pleaſe, is our land; 
juſt as we ſay, that London is oar.capital.—It 
is thus, that the land of the American Pro- 
vinces firſt came, and is now, by long preſcrip- 
tion, under the territorial ſovereignty of Parlia- 
ment, in truſt for the State ;—juſt as Wales, of 
any other county in England. This plain and 
natural ſtate of the caſe obviates entirely the 
few captious cavils, with which the Dottor 
embarraſſes the ſubje&. See above, page 1 3. 
$ 11, It is a groſs miſrepreſentation of mat: 
ters, to call the preſent conteſt with the Colo- 
nies,.—“ a conteſt for the exten/ion of dominion 
and power over OTHERS, over DIFFERENT ſocie- 
lies Hor power only, for its own ſake, abſtracled | 
from all the advantages connected with it; —far re- 
ducing our BRETHREN 4 ſervitude - to charge, 
it poſitiyely, not to any injury FT have done 
us, but to a {uſt and love of mere Pater, to pride, 
lind reſentment, love of revenge, a deſpotic ſpirit, 
and ſuch. curſed ambition as led a CSAR und an 
| ALEXanDER, and many other nad congueroro, to 
attack 


's 
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attack peaceful communities and to lay maſts the 
earth.” * I forbear to point out the contradic- 
tion the author falls into in this repreſentation, 
as well as in the general tenor of his pamphlet, 


Py, 


by terming the Colonies, ſometimes a different 
community and people from ourſelves, under a 


adiftinfF government of their own, and then again 
our fellow-ſubjefs and brethren, juſt as beſt ſuits 
his purpoſe : nor ſhall I ſtop at the unwarrant- 


able partiality, unfairneſs, and abſurdity of the 


above paſſionate lahguage, which contains no- 
thing but flame without light, and muſt be 
generally diſapproved. 1 ſhall content myſelf, 
with oppoling to his miſtepreſentation a juſt 


account of the matter; which is this :—The 


Colonies deny, according to Doctor Price 
himſelf, the plenitude of the Parliameht's 


e power over them, and inſiſt on being treated 


&« as free communities; + this it 1s that juſtly 
draws 


See WR $154 $9» 98, 99, . 


> See page 56. I have made free, in this eie 60 | 
ſubſtitute the Parliament Pdcauer, inſtead of the author's 
| Phraſe, our power j becauſe it is not any power of 2h 


Country over the Colonies, but that of Parliament, that is 


in conteſt : aue are only intereſted as fellow Subjets: The 
Doctor's phraſeology in this reſpect is exceedingly culpable 
throughout his whole pamphlet, as ĩt „ a very falſe 
and improper ſtate. of the caſe, . A | 


/ 


vitude, | 
us under the ſovereign ſupremacy of Parlia- 
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| * down our reſentment upon them: the 
object of the conteſt is therefore, to maintain, 


not over others, but over our own people, our 


boten fellotv- citizens, the ſupreme authority of the 


Legiſlature; not to reduce our brethren to ſer- 
it to maintain their joint union with 


ment; and that, not for the ſake of nere power, 
abſtratied from all advantages connedtled with it 
(which is a moſt wild charge), but for the ſake 


ed . eee eee, 


on it. e e | we” 
- Te $ Looney Hen | 

| This i is ad mp of the 8 8 
eee e e aig: 
tives may actuate ſome individuals, perhaps 


Doctor Pic may know better than we coun- 
| try gentlemen; Jam not concerned to inveſti- 


gate, yeh. 1 3 to excuſe or defend them. 


The Doctor would aſk 1 but oh gra- 


titude and the commerce of the Colonies: + the 


latter is a claim not a little arbitrary on a free 
people, and what, upon his own principles, 
they would refuſe, as a demand of right, and 


| could not agree to give up for the next gene- 


tation; hence allo Lord SuzLBuRNz's plan is 
OE EEO: inconſiſtent 


8 ee ee 


——— 
— ———ů — — 3 ··«ðͥ 
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| Inconſiſterit with the Doctor's theory. As 0 
Saua, we know very lie" of is lente ot 
| OG en ene S e we 


* e the ocean and invaded us? 
Have they attempted to take from us the 
fruits of our labor, and to overturn that 


e form of government, which we hold ſo fa- 


* 


This is what we have done to them. 
« We have tranſported ourſelves to their peace- 
« ful retreats, and employed our fleets and 
armies, to 'ftop "up their" ports, to deftroy 
«their commerce, to ſeize their effects, and to 
burn their towns. Would we but let them 
Alone, and ſuffer them to enjoy in ſecurity 
« their property and governments, inſtead of 
« diſturbing us, they would thank and bleſs 
« us, And . it is we, who A. our- 


ered? This can not be pretended. ' On the 


9 $3 OY S046 AS TEN? 24 
Abe n ate - 


This —_ no viticr aner, tha to _ 
for a moment, that the County of Dur- 


— denied the plenitude of Parliamentary 


power over them, and inſiſted upon being 
treated as 4 * 3 (which” the Doctor 
6 allows 


— 2 — , K 
0 * * 1 , hh 
, N b 
* 2 * oy g 0 12 n i z - — 
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allows fo be the avowed. pretenſion of the Co- 
lonies *), and that the Parliament endeavoured 
to reduce them by force to the ſame ſubordi- 
6 nation as the reſt of the ſtate; - would not the 
talking in ſuch a ſtrain as the above be looked 
upon as ſtrangely wild and abſurd? It is, at 
the beſt, a mere begging the queſtion, and 
1 ſuppoſing the Colonies to be diſtinct communities 
from us, which have governments of their own, 


and done us no wrong or injury at all; which 


5 things ought to have been proved, agreeable to 
the profeſſed intent of the Pamphlet. | 


.  $-12. In page 41 and 100, there is a very 
fallacious ſtate of the reaſoning made uſe of by 
the advocates of Parliamentary ſupremacy. 
Doctor Przce ſays, —*< that we plead the de- 
4 fective ſtate of the repreſentation of this 
kingdom to prove our right to tax Ameri- 
.  caz arguing, that we ſubmit to a Parliament 
that does not repreſent us, therefore they 
* ought; that we want liberty, and therefore 
e they ought. This he calls a frange argu- 
ment; and ſo indeed it would be. But what 
the Doctor alludes to, is not an argument to 
prove the Parliament's right to tax the Colo- 
mes. but a Particular anſwer to an os | 
fo 090 £207 12 U0NETS 559-7 10 20 os 
_* Sov page 5G 


* 


* 
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made by them againſt that right. The caſe is 
this. The leaders of our fellow-ſubjects in 
America object.“ that they have no ſhare in 
making the laws, no voice in Parliament, nei- 
ther in perſon, nor by repreſentatives of their 
-own chooſing, and are therefore not taxed by 
' themſelves: as we are: We anſwer; you are 
in the ſame predicament, in this reſpect, as moſt 
other individuals and bodies of men in Great 
Britain are; you have therefore no more right 
to diſpute the authority of Parliament, on the 
mere pretext of not being there by a perſonal or 
delegated preſence, than they have. We mean 
not hereby to juſtify, much leſs to prove, the 
legal and conſtitutional authority of Parliament 
over the Colonies; that reſts on other grounds: 
nor do we hereby aſſert, that they are on an 
equality with us, in regard to checks upon the 
abuſe of that authority; we acknowledge, at leaſt 
I and many more do, that there is a conſider- 
able difference in this reſpect to their diſadvan- 
tage; ſee the preceding 6th d. We only mean 5 
to aſſert from plain fact, and the hiſtory of our 
Conſtitution, that the legal authority of Parlia- 
ment over perſons and their concerns, for the 
purpoſes of Government, depends not on their 
participating in that authority, either in per- 
ſon, or by repreſentatives of their own choice; 
5 and 


and that conſequently our fellow- ſubjects in 
America argue badly, when they object, —“ we 
are not repreiented in Parliament by delegates 
of our own chooſing; we ſhare not in the power 
of taxation ot legiſlation exerciied by Parlia- 
ment; THEREFORE we are not legally and con- 
ſtitutionally ſubject co Parliamentary taxation 
*. A e | | 


5 PTY Doctor Price 75 he habe it conti- 
ity urged—* Are they not our ſubjects * 
II can. not remember it having occurred in 
my hearing; but it is certainly a falſe plea; 
and his reply is a juſt one, viz, that they are 
not our ſubjecis, but our fellow. ſubjeds: and it is 
preciſely from this quality, that we conclude 
they are jointly ſubject with us to the one ſu- 
preme and ſovereign legiſlature of Parliament, 


- unleſs they can plead any legal exemption by 


charter, grant, or compact. How amazingly 

does this contradict his repreſentation of the 
Colonies, in other places, as another 1. 9621 
der a tern GO of their own! | 


» 14. 00 The e principle,” TOY 
Dose Prion, * of our ann, i abe 


: - i = 
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t right of a 2 grant came 
„„ | [andy 


we © 


eiples of our Conſtitution, in regard to taxa- 
| | tion, are, 1ſt, That no tax can be laid on Bri- 
'tiſh ſubjects without the conſent and authority 
| | of Parliament; but that every tax laid on by 
ö | | that authority is legal and valid: 2dly, That the 
| 


18 „ not find any ſuch principle. The prip- 


. Houſe of Commons has the accuſtomed. right 
=_ of apportioning and fixing the ſums to be le- 
1 vied on the community for the public ſervice, 
| | and of thus giving and granting to the Crown 
=_— the neceſlary ſupplies with the joint aſſent and 
| authority of the other twa couſtituent parts of 
the Legiſlature, the King and the Houſe of 
Lords. Alf the Houſe of Commons be conſi- 
dered as the Repreſentative of the people 'at 
large, then the Doctors principle may be ad- 
mitted with ſome little qualification thus; the 
right of the people to give and grant their on 
maney, viz. by certain legal and conſtitutional 
repreſentatives, eligible according to cuſtom or 
 Fatute.” The people themſelves conſent juſt as 
much and as little to thoſe gifzs and grants of 
waoney, as they do to the making of laws, or 
Rd other operation. of Parliament ; and there. 
| | fore 


® See page 49- 
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fare" the right of the people to make laws for 
themſelves” is juſt as much, in the ſame ſenſe; 
and in the ſame degree, a fundamental 1 
ple of our government as * their right to 

arid grant their oum money.” The conſent of the 
people has no more conſtitutional connection 
with taxation, than with every other govern- 
mental power of Parliament: why Doctor 
Px tex reſtrains it more peculiarly to that par- 
ticular branch is beſt known to himſelf. —T here 
are doubtleſs many fundamental principles of our 
government, that moſt prevalently militate 
againſt the principles and Arguments * his 
Pamphlet. N 


— 2 
But the Doctot ſays z this 6 right of a peo- 
ple to give and grant their own money, is 
however the Principle on which a free govern- 
- ment, 48 ſuch, is founded this is not true 
according to his theory; ; for the principle of a 
free government, as ſuch, agreeable to that theo- _ 
> A Bod right of a people to be governed in 
every reſpect by their own will:“ ſee Sect. 3d of 
the ſubſequent Obſervations. Neither was it for 
any ſuch ſelf-government or ſelf- taxation that re- 
ſiſtance was made to King CHARLES the firſt +; 
it was for hay money without conſent of 
NS | Parliament. 


* page 49. £74 hid. . 
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Parlinment.— Can we with any deceney pre- 
< tend, that when we give the King their mo- 
t ney. (viz. of the Colonies) we give him our. 
| awn?”*, Muſt it be repeated again, that w 
give not, nor claim a right to give or grant, 
their money to the Crown? It is the ſupreme 
| Legiſlature. of the Britiſh empire, that claims 
the right of impoſing taxes on them and when 
the Commons give the King the money of our 
fellow - ſubjects in America, they juſt as much 
give him their own, as when they give him the 
money of the people of York/hire-: in fact, thex 
give their on in neither cale, bur, as was ſaid 
before, they apportion the neceſſary ſupplies to 
de raiſed on the Ae ee or if you pleaſe 
| 5 to expreſs 1 . they give the money of be 
: Community. 35 6 
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155 Juſt Jef re trankrorily to er- 
among the cauſes of the noble reſiſtance made 
by the Dutch to the Spamſp monarchy, the Doc 
tor has by miſtake. mentioned * the levying 
money without their conſent :” + for in the 
| ſenſe here intended, the Dutch people did not 
at that time claim, nor do at preſent exereiſe, 
any ſuch right as Doctor PR IE contends for, 
of not n taxed but by their own conſent, 
either 


5 + See page 509. See page 90. 
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either in perſon, or by repreſentatives of their 

on chooſing. Taxation without conſent of the 
 Nelles und States of the Provinces, was the griev- 
ance here alluded to: for the reſt, the caſes of 
the Datch then; and the American Colonies at 
ene e * totally diffimilar. vv 


1 15. 1 nter _ Doktor Paror will 
me the juſtice to rank me among thoſe hey 
who he doubts not are influenced by no other 
<«. principle; than a regard to what they think 

< the juſt authority of Parliament over the Co- 
ce jonies , and to the unity and indiviſibility of 
< the Btitiſi empire. 1 wiſh,” ſays he, « fuch 
66 could be engaged to enter thoroughly into 
the enquiry, which has been the ſubject of 
_ « the firſt part of this pamphlet, and tb conſi- 
der, particularly, how different a thing main- 
< taining the authority of government within a 
” ſtate is from maintaining the authority of one 
66 people over another, already happy in the 

< enjoyment of a government of their own,” + 
I have examined thoroughly the: firſt part of 
the] Doctor s pamphlet, witneſs the Obſervations 
OJ HZ l P \ hereto 


1 8 Tbave here agait. ſubſlitated. the Parliament inftead of 


this cen, for On reaſon alledged above, page 48, in the 


up See page 78 : 


* 0 5 
.M 
1 N. 4 0 1 . . 
- * - « G — #4 4 
* 


hereto annexed; the reſult will there be ſeen: 
for the reſt, what follows is not at all applica- 
ble here; for we deem not the Colonies by any 
means another people, under diftin& ſupreme 
free governments of their own, but a people with- 
in the tate, juſt as the people of Yorkſhire are: 
but it is one of Doctor Pricz's favorite and 
capital miſrepreſentations, to talk of them 
throughout his whole piece in the former ſtrain, 
which is nothing but a moſt exceptionable ta- 
king for granted the very thing in diſpute z— 
an eaſy method indeed, that ſpares the trouble 
of arguing! As well might you talk of Briſtol 
or York being a different people, - and argue 
that they have governments of their own, which 
the Parliament ought not to interfere in: they 
are indeed different as to place or other parti- 
cular circumſtances, but they are the ſame peo- 
ple or civil community, and though endowed with 
diſtinct ſubordinate Legiſlatures for particular 
purpoſes, yet are united in the ſame bonds under. 
one and the ſame ſupreme legiſlative authority. 
I refer you, for confirmation of this, to the pre- 
ceding part of this letter. Moſt of the Doc- 
tor's reaſonings' in favor of the American Co- 
lonies, throughout his pamphlet, derive a con- 
ſiderable degree of their plauſibility from that 
aſſumed hypotheſis juſt now cenſured, —and | 
alſo 
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alſo from ſtating the conteſt to be betwixt bi 
kingdom and thoſe foreign ſtates, the Colonies, 
as if we here in this iſland claimed juriſdiction, 
or deſired to extend dominion over them: we 
ly "_—_ to be their beg Sce note, 


The Doctor wiſhes us further to conſider.— 
< that the deſire of maintaining authority is 
ce only warrantable, -as far as it is the means 
* of promoting ſome end and doing ſome 
* goed; (this every body is agreed in) * and 
« that, before we reſolve to ſpread famine and 
< fire through a country, in order to make it 
« acknowledge our authority, we ought to be 
« aſſured, that great advantages will ariſe not 
« only. to ourſelves, but to the country we wiſn 
to conquer.” T. Always miſrepreſentation ! 
Ie do not want to make the Colonies acknow- 
ledge our authority, but that of the ſupreme Le- 
giſlature, and our joint civil union and ſubmiſſion 
under that authority. The great advantages 
propoſed are the continuance and ſecurity of 
| thoſe benefits we have already experienced, or 
may further derive from that mutual union and 
2 connection. 


„ Gee Pacr's Crain, Kc. page 19, 20, 27, 28, 
32, 35» 36, 51, 53» 56, &c. &c. throughout. 


+ See page 56, 5 
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connection. * the docs of aflrance: is 46 
little neceſſary to action in worldly. concerns as 
in religion: if nations and communities. were 


never to go to war or vindicate their rights, 


but when aſſured of the great rig to he 
derived from ſo doing, — ambition and juſtice 
would ſpeedily diveſt them of their moſt va- 


luable rights and property. But this is too 
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ee now, She as 1 1 * 


explained to you my ſentiments on the ſubject 
you deſired, and alſo the principles on which 


they reſt. and by which the main force: of 
Doctor Pr3ce's reaſonings may be eaſily obvi- 
ated, I therefore make an end af * cuil. 
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0 S ERVATIONS 
9 
Dr. PRI CE's 
THEORY and PRINCIPLES 
5 „„ 
CIVIL | LIBERTY and GOVERNMENT. 
Statuo eſſe optime conſtitutam rempublicam, quz ex tribus 


generibus illis, regali, optimo, & populari, ſit modice 
confula. Ciczro Fragm. de ee Lib. i. 


| — 

comme dans ſes Democraties, le peuple paroit a peu pres 

faire ce qu'il veut, on a mis la libertẽ dans ces ſortes de 

gouvernmens; et on a confondu le pouvoir du peuple 

avec la libertẽ du peuple. MoNTESQUIEU Epi: des 
Loix. Liv. x. ch. „ 


| But the wit, beſt, and far the greateſt part of mankind, 

| rejecting the ſimple ſpecies of Monarchy, Ariſtocracy, dl 
Democracy, did form governments mixed or compoſed of 
the three. SIDNEY on Government, Ch. i. 5 10. 
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H E. a . 0 the 
- Britiſh Parliament claims | over the 
* American Colonies, has been aſſerted, 
as well as contradicted, with much diſplay of 
argument. Without deciding any thing at 
preſent on that point,—T am clearly of opinion, 
that in the courſe of the diſcuſſion ſuch ſenti- 
ments have been repeatedly advanced and urg- 
ed in favour of the American pretenſions, as 
are not only repugnant to truth, but alſo in- 
conſiſtent with the foundations of civil Govern- 
ment and the principles of our excellent Con- 


ſtitution. This I apprehend to be the caſe in 


a conſiderable degree with Doctor Pkrcz's late 
pamphlet, entitled, Obſervations on the nature of 
civil t the RY of tur and the 
* uns E RE 131 Jiſtice 
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lieus and diffietities in Moral and his four Diſſer- 
Iations. Every body muſt” allow, that he has: 


& : OBSERVATIONS. 


lie a ne If be bbs nl Abc o 


Hence has ariſen the following oppoſition to 
the principles in that famous piece: not how- 


ever ſo much from its being conſidered, as 
more particulafly perhiciotis in ſentiment, or 
more cogent in argument, than other preced- 
ing productions bf the preis hut becauſe it 


wears a more general ſyſtematical appearance, 
und becauſe the well fo umed literary reputa- 
tion of the Author, and the ſingular impor- 
tance given it by particular eircumſtances, lend 


it an authority capable of doing much more 


extenſive. e ae N hitherto p * 


13 0% i eee ee A 
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ok Ape Hanks mots n n „ end 
Sant an Doctor PRriex's Revitto of tb gur. 


diſcuſſed the ſubjects therein undertaken with a 


perſpieuity, aceuraey, and judgment deſerved- 
ly admired, and I eſteem them among the moſt 


valuable treatiſes on thoſe matters, But there 


appears td me Jueha ſtrileing difference in the 

publication nom before me, that if his name 
had not been prefixed, I could not have believ. 
ed it to eee, the * 


* * N 8 - | ESI N 3 2 T's AU 


„ 2 


= See the preceding 2 Letter to a  Frien, page 2 2, 3. 


ai writer. When I AE niche, or k 
centiouſneſs to the principles of this gentleman 


or any body elſe, I mean not to inũnuate that 


ſuch evils were intentionally meant: I have no- 

thing to do with intentions but only with 
errors and their tendencies. There are certain- 
ly many very reſpectable and worthy perſons. 
among the advocates for the American Colonies 
againſt Government; but the knowledge, emi- 
nence, and worth they are poſſeſſed of ate no 
bar to their labouring under errors, miſtakes, 
and prejudices, nor ought to be any to a free 
Briton's expoſing ſuch. failings, in matters of 
importance, with du candor and decency: 


indeed the miſtakes of ſuch perſons are ſo much 


the more Fg and pas to. mn their 
evil influer 194-09 eee {9 A 


ſome exploded. ſlaviſn principles, contrary to 


the eſtabliſhed free Conſtitution of this country, 


have ſhewed themſelves in two or three publi- 
cations during the American controverſy. It 
may be ſaid, why not oppoſe theſe? I anſwer ; 
they \ have 5 been very few | and . inſignificant, 
faint, unſupported, generally diſcouraged, part- 


ly cruſhed by authority of Government, and : 


are _ * notice: indeed I am apt to 
Nu . 533 5 think 


„ 
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think they may be very juſtly looked upon 4 
raiſed up merely by force of the extreme licen- 


tious Principles, that have been of late ſo ear- 
neſtly abetted and propagated; for it is particu- 
larly true in politics, that one extreme begets 
another: — licentious principles naturally and 
always beget the extreme of deſpotiſm;—both 
equally inimical to freedom; and I am perſuad- 
cd that if our notions of Civil Society, Liberty, 
and Government were regulated according to 


the dictates of Reaſon and the principles of our 


maxims would always be viewed he 
ſerved diſap | ati 


fore ſuch falſe and unwarrantable principles, as 


looſen the ſalutary bonds of juſt civil Govern- 
ment, and endeavouring to ſubſtitute ſuc 
agree with the ſtandard juſt now mentioned. 
1 ſhall promote, in more than one reſpect, the 
5 un cauſe of unn Liszarr. e aro} 
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political — am dhe ain: wo — 
Government can be conſidered in no other 
light than as a rxusr, limited in its nature by 
the purpoſes of the civil union, committed to 
a certain perſon or perſons: by the ſociety for 

the common benefit; in ſo much that Govern- 
| FO . 


eſtabliſhed Conſtitution,ſlaviſn and arbitrary 


EH 
1 * 
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ors poſſeſs no power beyond the above limits, 
and that the only juſt foundation of all civil 


eren is the conſent of the eee. wi 


{RNs Nerz nn eee IE 


It is upon this ground that I PRs to give 
5 Dofor Purer“ gf Nahas er of Liberty and 
Civil GGvernment à ſtrict and candid exami- 


nation. I deſire it may be remarked, that it is 
not their application to the point in diſpute be- 
tween this country and the Colonies, that I 
mean to controvert (though the ſuperſtructure 
muſt fall of courſe, if the PARTS _ 
port it, fail); nor would I concern 4 1 


alh with that application any further than 8 may 5 


ſerve to ſhey the extent, in which the author's 
prineiples are to be taken, and the lengeh, ra 


which they are intended to carry people to: it 


is therefore the principles themſelves, as laid 
down in the pamphlet, that J propoſe here to 
conſider. The reſult will appear ſufficiently in 


ite courſe of the examination; which I wiſh my 


readers to purſue along with me, diveſted of 


every prepoſſeſſion, and admitting freely 1 
N ene egen of truth Mn 
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f r PRicz's fundamental propoſion in va 


hs” —.,, ß pegs 


bade _ Covernment i is ne 


5 -- Noone perſon, or mumber of perſons can 
the former in the power of legiſlation, either 
individually, or by an equal and: adequate repræſan- 
tation; that is, by ' Repreſentatives choſen for | 
mort terms by the majority of the people, ſub- 

to their inſtructions, and accountable” to 

% ̃ ÜCUü or bonanont $17 yarretoins 
| itt” 060 eee VOIR 55 * ena! 8 R 
doroful-Gonernment,. but dveh- 48 6 veſted; ei⸗ 
ther in all the members of the community, act- 
ing by che majority of voices, r in an Aſſem - 
bly of Repreſentatives, choſen. for ſhort res. 
by ſuch majority, ſubject i . * 
nme EE ST 
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0 — Tüte f 15 1 Propoſition, ec Doaor Prior . a 
to the * * * . 1 the American , 
| Colonies; N 
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Colonies 3; and cn W any ęivil. e = 
of the former over the latter. In the application —_ 
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The Doctor has nat, any where in his pam - 
phlet, ſo collectad the ſeveral particulars of this 
capital propaſition in one point of view, or 


| Rated it with the preciſion and clearneſs, as I 


have judged neceſſary to do here,. in order 


that we may prodeed with clear and determi- 


nate ideas. I have retained, as near as poſſible, 


the author's own words, but have been parti - 
contained in the pamphlet, with. the moſt ſeru- 


23 —28, 90, 100 in the nate; alſo ſecbion III. 
and IX. of theſe Obſaruatiant. I ſaid ſcrumu· 
ous cualineſi - becauſe, though I could have 
wiſhed, in order ta a completer diſcuſſion, 
0 determine more preciſely, one or two parti 
culars af the poſition above ſtated, —and it 
would: not have been difficult to have done ſo 
by interence, yet I have chaſen to be particu- 

ny cautions, not 40. gine more, determinate 


meaning to any part of it, than his own exglg· 


alledges ſeveral circumſtances, which, in his opinion, much 
aggravate the hardſhip: of the particular caſe of the Colo- 


nies ; but the queſtion of Rigbt is een zhe abars:iov- 0 
; 9 — | 


5 
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5 in this ſubject and connection. Does the 


+ trolled; and even deſtroyed by the com * 
which has a natur 


. oss Av ATIONS: o 


. the expreſſon arcountablz, in his re- 


quiſition, that the Repreſentatives are to be 
©) accountable to the people.” There is an ambi- 
guity of importance in this word, as employed | 


ter mean nothing more by it, than that thoſe 


3 Repreſentatives, like all other civil Adminiſtra- 
0 tions whatever, When the 


become *tyrannical 
and. oppreſſive, when they exceed the limits of 
all civil power, may laufully be reſiſted, con- 


abs and unalienableright'to- uſe 
ans expedient for its own ſafety and ſe- 


: enibly Thi is, as one man or nation calls 
another 0 account. 


r does he mean, that 


ſapreme eme Legiflation and Government are ſup- 


poſed to be delegated, ſhould be accountable 


for their meaſures to the pebple, as to a ſupe- 
nor body in the State, —as to a legal civil ſu- 


11 as our wh, e for inſtance, are 


ed, and called to account, 


. dae the As court of Parliament ?—There is 
a a material difference between thoſe two expla- 


nations, and I am” perſuaded,” the latter only 


| can correſpond with the Doctor's ſyſtem : either 
of them would have afforded -me. advantages 
. -againſt- it; for the latter would both imply a 


os +4 F . IA Bok IS 8 
: „ EE ES. LT 1 
# * - * * i ab 


EE, 


DR PRICE; THEORT. 


2 contradiction, and load his ſcheme with Fa. 5 


ſame inconveniences, that forced him to: put 
SGovernment out of the hands of the people in- 


to thoſe of delegates; and the former would not 


leave the people ſelf-government enough to 
er the boaſted eee of his theory. 

5 n ING) 2056) 1776: 44. 2 4 
4 1 Hanks not benen myſelf. of either of theſe. - 
explanations, but left, as above, the expreſſion 
one of many inſtances of conſiderable incorrect- 
neſs and inaccuracy, both in ſentiment and ex- 

preſſion, in the publication now before me 
which can only be attributed to the Theory the 

Doctor has undertaken, and to his having aſ- 
ſumed eee much to his diſadvantage, 
the manner of a popular declamatory writer ra- 
ther be an accurate and eee in- / 


farther. . 164 a0. ape e e . 
ee eee ee 20176 {6:03 e ee 

0 the andes it eee appears to me 
repugnant to the dictates of reaſon and the na- 
tural liberty of mankind; which ſeem to allow, 
that as all legal civil Government muſt ulti- 
mately. reſt on the conſent of the Community, 
a 18 in 7 n. 
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foricettuin purpoſes, that can be carried FR 


the authority of one or more perſons; therefore 
any number or community of men may inſti- 
tute or conſent to Whatever form of Govern- 
ment they jurge moſt ptoper and beneficial, 


and entruſt that authotity, where they think 
beſt. This ſame conſequenee ſeems alſo dedu- 
eile from Doctor Prror's own ſentiment. 
«thuar all different forms of Government are no 


more than ſo many different modes, in which 


the people chuſe to direct their affairs, and to 
ſecure the quiet enjoyment of their rights. 


Doudtleſs one form may be much better calcuQ- 


bbeiety; but as far as any reſts.on the conſent 


of the Community, —it is not an wrjuft and op- 
preſſor authority, but figbtfal and legal Go- 

vernment. 380 all the moſt eſteemed writers on 
the nature of Civil Government have argued. 


But ĩt ſeems Doctor Price is of a different opi- 


nion, and this probably is the nc matter, which 
he ſays may, perhaps, be found in his obſerva- 
tions on Civil Liberty + Whether however it 
be a or via, thoſe Obſervations: have had that 
weight given to them, and ate become of that 
cnfequνν,,t., 237 to deſerve. particular notice. 
| 2 to his further n. W * 
n. * 


1 See page 6. 8 page 8 and 12. 
+ dee Preface to the iſt Edition. 4 
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He ſays the foregoing doctrine is an inference 


from, that is, is agreeable to, the nature and 
Phinciples of Civil Liberty as explained by: him: 


aud: this is n 


* "320: $4 * I 8 is we 


. . een is _ — 1 be 


* munity to govern itſelf by its own will, as 
& expreſſed either by the majority of the Mem- 
« bers, or by Delegates, appointed by, ſubject 


« to the inſtructions of, and accountable” to 
wt fuch majority; and alſo repreſents this Li- 
berty, as a fundamental prineiple, — an eſſen- 
tial and unalienable IIS no man 
or — 8 WR up: mu Gi * 

2 we are ese to his a 
Doctor's ſyſtem, to wit, —** That CIVIL LI. 
verry, | NM. as defined and explained by 
him, is a ſacred and invaluable right, which no 
man or community can lawfully cede to ers, 
or rs hos. oy BY voy prone e — 


As this 11 a Melee, TOW differs conſider- | 


ably Fat the moſt eminent writers on the na- 
ture of Government ;—as it is the baſis of the 


Doctor's pamphlet, and allo the natural ſource. 


41 K of 
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of many ſerious and important inferences not 
ſpeciſied by him; —one would have expected 
the moſt cogent proofs to ſupport it, at leaſt, 
that the Doctor would have ſet himſelf particu- 
larly to prove that point: but inſtead of that, 
he every where takes it for granted, and ſup- 
poſes the truth of this principle, without fram- 
ing one argument in its favour. This is what 


he himſelf expreſsly acknowledges, ſaying, — 
«© The intention of theſe obſervations 1s, - - - - 


e taking for granted the reaſonableneſs of Civil 


Liberty, to ſhew wherein it conſiſts; and 
Very unaccountable indeed! The principles, 
therefore, which are the foundation of the 
Doctor's bold deciſions againſt the authority of 
Parliament, - thoſe much: hoaſted principles are 
not proved, but taten for granted. Sutely it is 
- no. /elf-evident truth, that Civil Liberty, in the 
ſenſe Doctor PRIoE uſes thoſe terms, is una- = 
Tienalle, Or in other words, that the govern- 
ment of a ſtate may vor be committed to any 
other perſons, than to the whole collective bo- 
dy of the people, or to ſuch Repreſentatives as 
above ſpecified! it certainly ſeems more pre- 
ſumptive that it way. What can not be prov- 
ed, if one may lay down principles and take _ 
an 


* See page 16, 


N There w ye 


ſiderable chaſm. in the Doctor's performance, 


conſidered as intended and recommended to 
convince us ?— no leſs than the proof of his 
leading and fundamental principles. Till that 

is produced, it muſt be inſuſcient in point f 
argument to the conſiderate. When it is, I 


make no doubt but the dee ure will be 
ee or at m cal FR out. 


Je IF 1 r 


inſinuated ty Doctor Pxicx's obſervations, that 
have the appearance of argument, are artfully 


calculated to recommend and inſtill his prin- 
ciples, and may impoſe on the unwary or un- 
diſcerning; eſpecially when the name and cauſe 
of Liberty are ſo much pretended. The exhi- 
bition and detection of theſe fallacious ſupports 
will be the moſt uſeful way of purſuing the 


ſudject, and afford me pertinent opportunities 
of weighing the merits of the Doctor's theo- 


ry; after giving in the next ſetfion a "ib mary 
n 8 his: nne, ee e HY | 


e however many ike e or 
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| them for granted: ; Any thing can be warrant- 
ed by ſuch liberties. Is there not then a con- 


1 — ⁵˙— - 
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the very olfener of — ee way wks 5 


| WR FP 


ene 
twixt Liberty and Slavery. As far as, in any 


inſtance, the operation of any cauſe comes in 
to reſtrain the power of eee fa 
* n Bag _ n Ain 


oF 
3 
15 r 


| The n 10 A . or 8 1 


e, Wente in its being governed by itſelf; 
char is, by che will of che majority of the Com- 
munity, page 3, 5. STL A VRR V conſiſts in * 


en nen by: Ng CR re 18 155 
This Giuil Liberty, e tw —_ 


cable in large ſtares, he ſays, we muſt-be-con- 
tent with near approaches to it: he therefore 


"relaxes and enlarges his definition idf it, 1 as 
to admit of government by Subſtitutes or Repre- 


 ſemtatives, page 7, 8, 9;—but then he further 
| "wn _ ſettles * ſubſtitution in ſuch 3 
T. manner, 
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mager, that at laſt emerges the fohowin g de- 
_ fivition of the CIvur pgs a oy e 


At as; in its bn governed, . by 
the will of the majority of the Community, or 
by the will of un aſſembly ef Reprefcaratives, 
appointed by, ſubject to the inſtrections of, 
amd accoontable ro, that majority. Avery ſtate 
"my = he ether de ee een Puge m 1 80 


n if 4 & ; 5 AS * 7 7 


This n e 10 as Doctor's Og | 
true LIBER TV, the prime bleſſing of man in his 
 Juable, page 5, 18,—he pronounces, that the 
people can not have 100 much of it, page 12, 
and that it cannot be ceded, given up, or taken 
away by ay conqueſt, compact, or favor, 
2 6 5, 18, 24, 27.— All authority, inconſiſtent 
with ſthat Civil Liberty, is unjuſt and oppreſ- 
be, Page 27. ll Civil anthority therefore vf 

nme over one another is un- 

- lawful ant umi, if nat incorporated together 

am one legillative body, eicher individually, or 
by ajuft and autequane repreſentation as aho ve ſpr- 

ified; and in proportion as the people have 
nne or 1% ſhare in the government, er of a 
Lontrouling power over thoſe, by whom tt is 
zi dminiſtered, —in that N is the conſti- 


tution . 
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fuk, « or * reverſe, 9 


hi 4 | | 7 


a "Theſe. are Doctor 1 Principles, © ee 
eerning Civil Liberty and Government, which 1 
beg the reader to keep ſteady in his mind as 
we proceed. He ſays they are important as well 


as jut. The former can not be denied; whe- 
ther the latter be true, the OY pages n 
in ſome — an ; 
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Paten makes uſe of to recommend his 


ty; and by ſtigmatizing every reſtraint of this 
Liberty, with the odious names of Slavery and 
Ser vitude: and he accordingly appropriates and 
applies theſe terms throughout his whole pam- 
phlet in ſuch a manner, as to inffuence people 


8 , . e | : 
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© See page 1. 
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do take for granted what ought to have been 
proved. The only ſupport of his capital pro- | 
poſition above- mentioned is, that it is an ; 
immediate and neceſſary inference from the nature py 
__ and principles . ee PR as: PROT „ 
** : 8 „ OOO 
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_ Names are but too wy to indie men's _ 
ments of things; and on no ſubje& is more ad- 
vantage taken of this circumſtance than on 
that now before us. The terms freedom; liber- 
ty; civil liberty, favery, and ſervitude, have ge- 
nerally been appropriated to ſignify, on the one 
hand, ſuch powers as are important, ſacred, 
and invaluable bleſſings, —uſeful and ſalutary 

privileges, — barriers againſt oppreſſion and ty- 

ranhy,—things worthy the attention, care, and 
| zeal of the wiſe and good, nay of every man in 
every capacity; and, on the other hand, ſuch 
reſtraints upon our natural powers, as are odi- 
ous, diſagreeable, tyrannical, oppreſſive, deſerv- 
ing the e neee and 'refiſtance 

TE of all men. N + 


of | Theſe. drm "raiſe. tn 55 ö 
1 of approbation or indignation, in a 
ww p. oportionable to the circumſtances of 
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the caſe; more efpeciatly in free countries: like 
| ſhared; more or leis, by a confiderable: part 
This gives them a' peculiar energy and magic 
force as it were, which is too often abuſed by 
error and prejudice, or to ſerve the views of 
faction and ambition. Thus it happens, that by 
them with the- ſpirit thaſe appellations ſeem to 
deſerve, the generality of ineautiaus people are 
and often fired-with zeal withom knowledge, 
= merely by a dextrous application of / thoſe 
© But: there is no more argument in this than 
in calling any body a rogue, or an honeſt fel- 
low: bad or good appellations make things : 
neither better nor worſe than they” really are 
in themſebves: and whoever chooſes to act 
right, will judge of things and their merit 
by their nature and qualities, and not by the 
names that ate given them. Notwithſtanding 
therefore all the fine names Doctor Prrcz 
pleaſes to beftow on his theory, the queſtion 


Mill remains ee its real and intrinſic 
e ee 15 _ 
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merit; z. whether, for inſtance, it be agreeable to 


_ right. raged; + Whether what he terms Liberty 
and civil Liberty be, or be not, ſuch an invalu- 


able. and unalienable bleſſing as he repreſents it? 


Which will come under conſideration in the 
next ſefion. In the mean time, I can not help 
remarking. that the Doctor, by defining Slave- 


ry, —< any reſtraint upon ſelf· government, 


will be found to introduce Aauery almoſt 3 


where, and to make it * er of 
he nn of n e 


1 


There is a woe 1 in 8 againſt 
ſuch as ral evil good, and good evil; bat put 
darkneſs. for ligbi, and light for darkneſs; that put © 
bitter for fweet, and ſweet for bitter *, that ſhould 
inſpire us with a ſenſe of the miſchievous effects 


of it, as well as with caution to keep clear of 
it: nor will Doctor Prizes: himſelf diſallow that 


the putting Liberty. for Slavery and Slavery for 


Liberty, eſpecially in warm and pathetic ad- 
dreſles to the public, comes within the line of 
that miſconduct againſt which the woe is de- 


n 


nounced, and is of a very pernicious, tendency. 


How far the Doctor's pamphlet throughout is 


cenſutable on this account, I leave to the judg- 
077 A * 


%%% un 


but of this I am certain. 


* I/aiah v. 20. 
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that, according to the common fenfe and lan- 
guage of mankind, both in this and other 
Countries, the odious term of 'Stavery never 
was or is uſed" in oppoſition merely to go 
vernment, or to mean any caufe that tomes in io 
 reftrain Self government, but always implies ſome 
other acceffary ideas: now Doctor Pxrcx does 
define and talk of Slavery in that ſtrain, 
which tends evidenti to ' confound: right and 
wrong, and good and evil; as will ny 
, e in the hte, Pages. * 
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2 his — by: —— the . 
lue of Self⸗ government or Self- direction both 
in "Individuals, and in Communities (viz. by 
deciſtons of the majority), in the higheſt terms 
poſſible. He contends, that there is not a 
ee in a0. — * of language, that 
N expreſſes 
: 20 * page g. 
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\expreſſes ſo much, of what is important and ex- 
cellent . as the word. Linenry,, N B. in this 
ſenſe. of Self. direction, free from ANY. CAvSE 70 
reftrain. it; — that it is, in every view of it, 2 
bleſſing truly facred and invaluable; that no- 
thing can be of ſo much. conſeguence to us as 
this Liberty or Self- dominion, —and that it is the 
bn ndation of all Bonour and the chief Ow 


and ele of our Rane, 99 7 „ 


Undoubtedly — Maa deſerves theſe. enco- 
miums is a ſacred treaſure not to be parted | 
with or reſtrained. That they may not impro- 
perly. be beſtowed on Liberty, in ſeveral uſual 
acceptations of the word, I readily grant. But 
it appears to me, that, laviſhed as they are by 
7 Doctor Pic fo indiſcriminately, throughout 
his pamphlet, on the mere general power of 
ſell . direction, they are very abſurdly applied, 
and ſtrongly calculated to miſlead and pervert 
the notions of mankind in matters of impor- 
tance. The author indeed has not attempted 
to prove the juſtneſs of bis application of them, 
but tales that for granted; yet ſuch unguarded, 
| general, and indiſcriminate. aſſertions, eſpecial- 
Jy where there is an ambiguity and fallacy in 
the rerms, are oftentimes more apt to lead peo- 
%% ͤ CAS og Os Fav * 


2 yas page 5: | 


S 


7 
17 
3 


5 8 9 - 


Als RIS ON 


» into error, and unſettle their notions,” than 
any attempts at demonſtration: in order there- 


fore to obviate their ill tendency, I ſhall beg 


Jeibe'ts ine u Mttle td the merit of theſe | 
fundamental poſitions of his pamphlet, both 1 in | 


as 


hs {mt to Fn nem and t to o communities. . 


” Fixer,” in regard to Wübeidulls: there can 
be no doubt, but that the power of Self- direc - 
tion, or a full, complete, and unreſtrained Li. 


berty of Judging, chuſing, and acting for our- 
ſelves, and in our own concerns, may be in 


many reſpects conſidered as a bleſſing; at the 
N ſame time it is evident, that the exerciſe of it 


may be, and is often, reſtrained or given up, 
in various ways, for our general happineſs, or 0 


for particular valuable purpoſes. That it is al- 


wal ays neceſſarily reſtrained by the dictates of 


reaſon, the laws pf nature, the will of our ma. 
Ker, and the natural rights of other men, is an 
acknowledged truth; but what more eſpecially 
comes under preſent conſideration is,—its ſub- 


jection to reſtrictions by our own expreſs or 


Juſtly implied conſent. Liberty of choice and 


action was evidently given to man for his ad- 


0 vantage and happineſs; and though the. love of 


it is a natural principle, yet like other paſſions 


it muſt ever be — and directed by Rea - 


. 


i . Þ 
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n. When it is oppoſed to 'unlawful and op- 

pitiiive authority, it deſerves the higheſt com- 

-mendation: When it oppoſes itſelf to juſt and 


equitable reſtraint, it is the parent of anarchy 


and confuſion, and defeats entirely the end ĩt 
pretends to aim at: for Licentiouſneſs is as much 
the bane of true Liberty as Deſpotiſm; it equal- 
0 obſtructs the freedom of the ſelf· directive 

Dower. It is therefore, as I eonceive, one of 


| the nobleſt uſes of Liberty, to conſent to ſub- 
Jeck it to reſtraint for beneficial purpoſes.” Ma- 


ny caſes there are, in which reaſon and pru- 
dence dictate it. The weakneſſes, the wants, 
and infirmities, to which human nature is lia- 
ble, not to ſay its deſires and paſſions, beget 


in many reſpects not only an expedieney but a 


"neceſſity of ſubjection. Every body knows the 
allowable and advantageous reſtrictions that 
contracts and promiſes put upon the exerciſe 
of Liberty: but he Civil N will 1853 


r in ZR WN Mong, 


Men are by nature * creation policicatly 
4092 and independent of one another, juſt as 
diſtinct civil communities are in regard to each 
other. In point of any civil autliority and ſub- 
Jection, they are naturally on a perfect level. 
9508 * ee of ſuch a ſtate, 

"| anc a | 
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85 OBSERVATIONS ON. 
and the ſuperior. advantages to be derived from | 
uniting in ſociety, under ſome, common direc- 
tion, for the purpoſe of general ſecurity and pl 
welfare, are the foundations of the Civil Com- 
pact. The wants, the fears, the deſires, and the 

pꝓaſſions af mankind drove them firſt into, and 
| keep. them in, the bonds of that union, the 


very eſſence and deſign. of which is to eſtabliſh 


human authority, and reſtrain elk. direction. | 


Nobody ſhews this better than than Mr. Lock in 
bis 2d. book. on Government, $.95> 99, and 


$. 12 3—1 31... „ Men,” fays. be, 6 hen they 


« enter into ſociety, give up the equal liberty 


| «and executive power they had in the ſtate of 


nature into the hands of the Society, to be | 
« ſo far diſpoſed of by the Legiſlature, as the | 
at de hell require; 9431 — 
Doctor Prix has a paſſage. (and a curious one 
it is), that ſeemi oppoſed to this idea, as well 
as to his own. ton I do not think it,“ 7 
ſays he, © ſtrictly juſt to fay, that it belongs ta 
the nature of Government' to entrench on pri- 


vue liberty,”.*—No/ that is very ſurprizing. 


Provided we ſtick to our definition, that . Li- 
«© berty' is-Se{f-government,” it follows by unde- 
niable conſequence, that civil Government en- 


. trenches pos. * * Dette muſt 
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didn hve” had ſome other ſubſtitute in his 


mind in order to maintain this ſeeming para- . 
dox: let us go on with his reaſoning. G0 
60 vernment ought,” continues he, never to 
« do this, viz. entrench on private Liberty, 


| except fo far as the exerciſe of private liberty 3 


<encroaches on the liberties of others; that is, 
4 it is licentioufneſs it reftrains, and liberty it- 
e ſelf only when ufed to deſtroy liberty.“ Very 

curious indeed f He aſſerts, that the nature of 
Government does not, juſtly ſpeaking, en- 

trench on private liberty; z and he adds it ought 

never to do this, viz.” entrench on private li- 
berty, xxczrr as far as private -liberty en- 
croaches on the liberty of others, and endea- 
vours to deſtroy liberty, Is. not this ſaying, 
that Government does rightfully entrench on 


private liberty, to wit, whenever private liber- 
ty entrenches on the liberty of others; and thus 
flatly contradifing, inſtead of proving, the firſt 


aſſertion ? As well might one fay, that, juſtly 
ſpeaking, it belongs not to the nature of Go- 


vernment to puniſh, —becauſe it never ought 
to a it, but when the laws are: ranſgreſied.... 


TH 


It is a 7 and \Undoybred couth, an 
end of Government is only to reſtrain an in- 
3 exerciſe of private liberty, that is, li- 

| centiouſneſs; 


0 
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centiouſpeſsz and with. à little 3 4 14. 
ther omiſſion, the above paſſage, which I defy any 
| body to make any. conſiſtent ſenſe of as it ſtands 
now, would. have conveyed | it clearly and intel- 
_ligibly 1 in this manner: It belongs not to the 
nature of Government to entrench. on private 
liberty. any further than private liberty en- 
 croaches on the liberty of others. » —Thus, is 

' would have contained a clear and juſt intima- 
tion, that Government is a moſt ſacred and in- 
valuable bleſſing, the perfection and ſecurity of 
liberty ;—but then, it is juſt by that very cir- 
cumſtance of reſtraining Self-government, and 
of efitrenching upon private liberty, which 
Doctor Pxic terms Slavery. How far this 
truth, thus plainly expreſſed, would have cor- 
r—_ with the reſt of the author's unguard- 
ed theory on the ſubject, may be judged from 


what has been ROY. ſaid, or will be further Sy 
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| _ reaſon; if the Exerciſe of Jiberty is and ought 


_ to be ſubje& to many reſtraints ; if the wants, 
neceſſities, and happineſs of mankind require 


it to be ſo; if civil ſociety and government be 
a moſt beneficial inſtitution, and the great in- 


"IR as Doctor Fairsrrzr tiles it, te in 
* e 8 « the 
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_ hand of divine providence of the 8h... 
_  * of the ſpecies towards perfection; with 
what propriety. can Doctor Price, as well in 
the paſſages above quoted, as in the whole tenor 
of his pamphlet, repreſent the mere general 
_ power. of SELF-GOVERNMENT of that _ ſupreme 

5 conſequence and value, ſo indiſcriminiately and 
without any limitations, as he does; terming 

every reſtraint of it Slavery, and thus ſetting it 
up as a ſupreme ſtandard of right, as a laſt end 

: and prime bleſſing ? Such ungbarded. crude, 

| and extravagant aſſertions may pals unnoticed 
in, Thetorical or r declamatory PIES, as. looſe 


>, 34 


3 


they are ſoberly laid Be as vet, 711. impor- 
tant, and fundamental principles of LiserTY in 
general, and of CIVII LiszsTyY in particular, 
and are moreover applied to the moſt ſerious 
| purpoſes; en they: in CNT, wile be JN 


* #* ParmsTLEY's hay on Government, Seck. I. p. 2. 
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| Do Wa, 1 7 REL of the 129 of Commn | 8 | 
| ties 6. Gil Liberty examined. 5 
21171 * 
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Tr 55 time n now to 1 pz the above magni- 
ficent encomiums (at the beginning of "* 
haſt Sefion) in relation to what the Doctor terms 
: » 


C ã¹ —fũ Lizzz way; or Self government i in commu- 
Hities; that is, government by the people, ei- 
ther in perſon, or by Repreſentatives choſen by a 
their free votes, ſubject to their inſtructions, | 
and accountable to them. Indeed he expreſsly 
fays;—* I mean to 2 to Civil Liverly =_— 
« ſhall ſay of other kinds of liberty; and aſ. 2 
 ſerts, . that this civil liberty is the prime bleſ- 
© ſing of man in his public capacity; as alſo,— 
* that without it man 1s a beaſt, and Govern- 
ment a curſe;“ and laſtly,— e that it is an 
effential, unalienable right, in ſo much that the 
ttuſt of Government may not be committed to 
any other direction, than that of the majority of 
the Community, or of Delegates choſen by that ma- 


Jority, abhebt to its ales and accountable to 
5 * 27 it 
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- likewiſe; and that MEET: form of en 5 


ment is uu eee, n bes OY 


Dogs % A2 52 . 
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What he te by. all this is | in Ra, not 


8 that ſuch a democratical Conſtitution 


ta him the bet model of” civil polity, but 


8 1s 


| that it is the only Juſt and lawful form of Go- 
Vernment; being ſuch a facred, invaluable, and 


important privilege, glory, and bleſſing, that 
nothing is of ſo great conſequence to us in our 


civil capacity: ſee the beginning of the laſt Sec- 


What reaſons. the Doctor may have to 


tion... 


abet ſuch ſtrong and peculiar aſſertions, 1 


can not conceive, as he has not been pleaſed to 


a alledge any. To me they ſeem very ſtrange; 
and I beg leave to oppoſe to them the follow- 
4 een. 


* 50 firſt Gee” conceive every form 11 . 


eee be a /awful one, that is eſta- 


bliſhed on the conſent of the people. For civil 
Power being in itſelf a lawful power, and of 
ſuch a nature, that it ca be adminiſtered by 
one or more individuals, it is therefore evident, 


that it may he lawfully adminiſtered by any 
- ſuch perſons as the community chuſes to en- 


EY ONES; ; truſt 


— * 


* See page 3, 18, 25, 27, 28, 53, in the Noe and 95. 
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meT it to. Such aceflion eme equally n 
binding, and lawful, and in all reſpeècts to ſtand 


—— — 


— — 


| 5 on the /ame footing, as a ceſſion of the civil 
þ power to the majority, or its repreſentatives 11 
add alfo, equally reſumable in caſe of oppreſ- 
| ſion. Self-determination ſeems to be <qually 
Wo reſtrainable in the one caſe, as in the other. — 
: as well in collective bodies of men, as in indi- | 


ene r * * 


1 


— — —-.Y 


Wust can be obected to this I do not hes 
RED except the Doctor can alledge ſome natural or 
- poſitive divine law, that prohibits any ceſſion of 

what he terms Civil Liberty.” He ſays indeed 
in one place (what he every where elſe mY | 
poles), “ that Religious and Civil Liberty ſtand 

- © on the ſame footing, and that the latter is egual- 

« ly unalienable by any compacts or ceſſions as 

«© the former * * and in another,.“ that with- 

A gut religious and civil liberty man is a poor ab- 
E ject animal, without rights, without proper- 
a ty, without à conſcience, bending his neck to 
6 the yoke, and critfching to the will dee 

4 ſilly creature, who has the n to pre. 
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As to the liberty of individuals to judge for 
themſelves in regard to religious faith and wor- 
ſhip, —b with my whole heart acknowledge it to 
be a ſacred and inconteſtible right; unalienable 
and unſurrenderable to any human authority: 
but the reaſons, why it is ſo, are peculiar to it, 
and can not by any means apply to Doctor 
PRiex's Civil Liberty. They may be reduced 
to theſe following heads: iſt, Religion is the 
ſervice and due of God Almighty; it may not 
therefore by us be ſubmitted to the authority 
or direction of any of his creatures: that would 
be a manifeſt contempt of his authority. 2dly, 
The vital part of it is an inward principle, to ; 
which no human, authority can reach. zdly, 
The value and acceptableneſs of religious ſer- 
vices depend upon perſonal and real conviction, 
| which, no human authority can. operate. For : 
theſe reaſons Religious Liberty neither may nor 
can be ſubmitted. to human authority: but can 
any of theſe. apply to prove that Doctor PxIcx 
Civil Liberty. is unalienable? Not one! Govern- | 
ment was. inſtituted in order to provide for the 
greater ſecurità of mens lives, liberty, and 
eſtates, and for the general welfare; it extends 
only to the outward act, and its injunctions and 
purpoſes are fulfilled by ſuch eee of the 
outward man. | 
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c thay iv may, _— _ beradminiſtered by | 
human authority; exactly in this reſpe& the 
reverſe of the concerns of Religion, which may 
not, can not, muſt not be impoſed by human au- 
thority. A man can not be ſaved or be reli 
Sious by ſubmitting himſelf to the dictates of 
another's conſcience; but he and the ſtate may 
be governed, and e eee eee 
3 n 1 ere wel R a ral 
* e 
En 1 — taps) en iba, 
et what two things T ſhould think to be in the 

1 Jeaft danger of being confounded,” and which 
| | %even the Ingenuity of 'mep could find the 
'& leaft pretence for involving together, I ſhould 

4. ſay—the things that relate to bir Ve, and 
| 0 thoſe that relate to the t to come. 1 6 
am therefore particularly furprized at Doctor 45 
Faler for having put together theſe twa 
"things, which the friends of Religious HOG | 

"have Jultly been 7 hy one 15 1 * 


L ri: N 


The Spee between Cv and . 
Liberty can as little apply to ſhew, «that 
man, without the former, is a poor abject ani- 
mal, er s fights, without property, without 
e conſcience, 


* Eſſay on Government, P. 111, 


— THEDKT.. 2g. 


any deduction from the compariſon of ſuch diſ· 
ſimilar objects muſt for ever fail. In the point 
of view here ſtated, they are as different as 
| black and white. A man, conſidered as defti> 
ute of all religious liberty, has his conſcience 
and judgment, in regard to Truth and Falſchood, 
Righe and Wrong, entirely ſubject to the au- 
thority of others; his mind is enſlaved, and 
conſequently his whole nature; he has, ſtrict 
Iy ſpeaking, nothing but at the will of ano- 
ther. Whereas a man, that gives up his civil 
1 liberty,” only ſubmits his outward nr 
be regulated, for the better ſecurity of his 
perſon, property, liberty, and private 8 
from all invaſion and unlawful authority. 
with tacit reſerve of his private judgment, and 
his natural right to reſiſt or reject this governs 
e ere eee or . 


8 


-The differetice i is 90 n as not to gd 

1 oh of illuſtration : nor can 1 ſee with what 

propriety a man can be ſaid to be without rights 

and property, who entruſts another with the di- 

rection of his affairs, for the ſecurity of his 
rights and property.—Indeed the truſt may be 

abuſed; his rights and property are much at 
* mecy of the — but this is inſepara- 
: ble 


ö 2 


i 


ONS NO 


- . cumſtances eee e T7 eee . 0 * | 
mat 1 * then in this ſenſe," Doctor Poser, 
quill | ri Fir 
ant pragerty. But it may be ſuid,-Vurbere the 
people ſhare not in the government, they have 
5 no ſecurity againſt the abuſe of its power.—-This 
indeed would be talking much more intelligi- 
bly, and bringing the matter to a proper point 
of diſcuſſion: there are however many medi- 
ums 2 amen ſhare what- 
and equally, — ieee 
tives in Doctor PRioz's mode. Whether or no 
. his democratical ſcheme: affords the 59. ſecurity 
for a good, equal, and happy government, wil! 
be conſidered in the next ſaltian. In the mean 
time, what does experience and the common | 
ſeuſe of mankind ſay to the Doctor's language? 
1s an Engliſh copyholder, is a citizen of Amſter- 
dam or of A W e rights, without; pro- 
perty, and in the; abject: ſlavery: deſcribed 
— becauſe; he has no ſhare what- 
erer in the legiſlature ? No body, thinks ſo, but 
ſuch as have wrought themſelves or others into 
 ſuch-a ſtile by artificial definitions and theo- 
ries ; ſo as to ns of, no difference. between 


[Sf 5 * 


Fs 


the a bet | 
no ſhare at all; and their having ſome ſhare in the 
legiſlature; which is 2 manifeſt perverſion of 
the common language and a confuſion of * the 
& t e, differences. 
25 dye e ie * | 
1 think myſelf now warranted to e | 
that Doctor Phrce bas: not alledged any thing 
in the leaſt ſufficient to prove Ciuii Liberty, as 
” defined by him, to be anatienable,' or his de- 
mocratical ſcheme of Government to be the E. 
1 ad a form of civil polity; —an 
that therefore it ſtill appears to OT 
as it always has done, to be equally allowable and 
loaufui to adopt any other form, and to cedle 
better calculated than another to anſwer the 
ends of civil ſociery,. much leſs liable to abule, 
Land afferding more ſecurity for an equal and 
juſt admitiſtration: but God almighty, not hav- 
ing pteſtrided any purticular form by the dic 
the ſettling of that matter to men's wiſdom 
- and prudence. 1 ſhall therefore now proceed 


— 


; Whither: Dod: Pater” Ss model of Civil Govern- 
=. 242 ne t. 


* 


ſeribed os Doctor Prxrct be the bon hach moſt 
eligible model,. or the moſt likely to anſwer 
. he ends of the civitunion 27 poi nn nt 
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\ IE Dogor Foes peremptorily, 
1a pure Democracy, in which erer mem 
capable of being choſen into public offices. 
en perfect and excellent form of g 
nent: but that being impracticable in larger 


i Þ +a: a diminution: of-the ſacred and invalu- 


able bleſſings of -c1v1z. IEE RTI Y becomes un- 
avoidable, yet muſt be diminiſhed as little as 
ble; ſo that that government approaches 


he neareſt to the ſtandard of right, in which 


controlling — thoſe, by whoch it MY 
miniſtered,” * SP 7: SR 6745 a 4-43 a7 
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* can by no means agree ꝛ0 this ſentiment, | 


and think rather with Doctor PRIESTL EY. 


« that ſuch a pure Democracy is not only not 
palſible, except in exceeding ſmall ſtates, but : 
that, if practicable, it would not be generally 
for ibe good of mantind; and that it is no eaſy 
matter, to aſcertain in what manner a reſtraint 
Gould be put upon this higheſt degree of li- 


| berty, or hot far it ſhould extend. * It would 


be in vain to ſeck for a perfect government. 
Optimus ill eſt, qui minimis urgetur, muſt be our 
rule here. Every deviſable form muſt neceſſa- 


rily be accompanied with many defects under 


the adminiſtration; of, men. Thoſe therefore 
muſt be pronounced the h conſtitutions of 
Government, which bid the faireſt to anſwer 
the ends of the political union. Thus far is no 
difliculty.. If Doctor PxicE can prove that 
thoſe valuable ends are likely to be beſt ob- 


tained, and with the feweſt i inconveniences, by 


his democratical conſtitutions, —he will then 


gain his cauſe: but till then other people will 
concur with the moſt eſteemed writers on Go- 


vernment in thinking very differently. For 
my part, I eſteem much Doctor Paizsrrzv' 8 
ſay on the fri Principles; of government. and the 


| . of... Knee and think it will not be un- 


ach a0 al N 2 editying 
ids * Big e dme n 15, 55 
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temar ks on thi erlag er x 0 
| Poder Parc peremptorineſs. 
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n err it ae ee thut none but 
eee eee eee ö 
e pable of arriving at the higheſt offices in the 
Government; not only becauſe, all other 
+ eireumſtances being equal, ſuch perſons. will 
en generally haye had the beſt education, and 
«eornfequently be the beſt qualified to act for 
the: public good; but becauſe alſo they will 

neceſſarily have the moſt property” at ſtake, 
« anif' wilt therefore bo moſt intereſted in the 
„fate of their country. Bet it be obſerved, 
i however, that what" may be called"s moderate 
fortune (though a thing of ſo variable a na. 
4 ture cannot be defined) ſhould be confſidere: 

"as equivalent in this "reſpect," to the "moſt 
e nuffluent one. 1 who ate born to a 
moderate fortune, are, indeed, generally bet. 
& ter edveated, my conſequently,” mote el en- 
* larged minds, and are, in aH reſpects, more 
truly independent, than che who are Born to 
great opulence. For the fame reaſon, ir may, 
* perhaps, be more eligible, that thoſe,” Wo 


< are extremely dependent, ſhould not be Al- 5 | 


. * to ve” votes in * nomination of the 
ws Im R N 


© into the hands of thoſe-perſons on whom they 
" IE Worn in every ſtate of 'confider- 


„ tive Sai; und 1 we: likewiſe ſuppoſe the 


© the nomination of the loweſt officers, and; as 


the higher poſts, wi} chey themſelves. 'be ad- 
emitted candidates, for places of public truſt; 
ee ſhal perhaps form am idea of as much po- 


#4 litieal berty as is gonſiſtent with the ſtate of 


„ mankind. And I think experience ſhews, 


that of King, ought to be in ſome .meafure 
„ hereditary, as in England; elective monar- 
« chies having generally been the theatres of 
cabal, confuſion, and. miſery. *.----- < Bur 
e though the exact medium of political liberty, 


with reſpect either to the property of men in 


offices of truſt; or to their continuance in Power, 
be not eaſily fixed, it is not of much" conſe- 


* quence: to do it ʒ ſince 2 conſiderable degree 


of perfection in government will admit of 
* great varieties in this reſpect; and the ex- 


ae nl pal 1 excly 
— 7» | $6 all 


lt ay 
*.ſome inſtances, be only throwing more votes 


a gradatiom of elec- 
« Joweſt elaſſes of the people to have votes in 


«they increaſe in wealth and importance, to 
* have a ſhare in the choice of perſons to fill 


_ * that the higheſt offices of all equivalent to 


| litical Slavery, which excludes _. 
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Ae apt one, or a very few, from 
having acceſs to the chief Magiſtracy, or from 

having votes in the choice of magiſtrates, 
Sand which keeps all the power ef the ſtate in 
c the ſame hands or the ſame families, is eaßilx 
marked out, and the fatal effects of it are 
„very ſtriking. deere lt is comparatively 
of ſmall conſequence abo, or how many, be 
our governors, or bete long their office con- 
te tinues, provided their power be the lame 


while they are in affice, and the adminiſtra- 


tion be uniform and certain. All the diff I 
rence, which. can, ariſe. to ſtates from diverſi- 
ties in the number or continuance of gover- 

S norv, can only flow from the motives, and op- 


L portunities which thoſe different circumſtances 


may give their deputies of extending, or 
making a bad uſe of, their power.“ 4 If 
the poyer of Government be very extenſive, 
the — of it, dane ene 


| 5 is 1 = 1 * 
1 ther, with reſpect to its form, it be a mo- 
4 -narchy,, an ariſtocracy, or even a republic. 
8 Ei or. the government of the temporary magi- 
4 « ſtrates of a democracy, or even the laws them 
« ſelyes may be as tyrannical as the maxims af 


1 moſt We monarchy, and the adwi- 
N otinw) © niſtratiop | 


: 


4A 


_ «:yernment be T 
ꝛ moſt valuable of pig Wa vate rights: provi- 
«ded the laws be certainly known to every 
one, and the adminiſtration of them be uni- 
4 form, it is of no conſequence, how many, or | 
dc how few: perſons are employed in the admi- 


— of private  happine 1 —— 5 
there were no fixed laws, but every thing 


was decided according to the will of the per- 
* ſons in power, who is there, that would 


think it of much conſequence, whether his 


4 life, his liberty, or his property were at the 


mercy of one, of a few, or of a great num- 


2 her of people, that is, of a mob, liable to 
4 the worſt of influences. So far, therefore, 
we may ſafely ſay; with Mr. Pop, that 

I thoſe" Goveruments, which are beſt adminiſtered, 


4e gre beſt that is, ee the power of go- 
NC > and leave a man the 


« niſtration,”--- ©. 4 The governments now 


_ ««ſubſiſting® in Europe differ widely in their 
| „ forms; but it is certain, that the prefent 
«happineſs of the. ſubjects f them can by 1 no 
* means be eſtimated by a regard to that cit- b 
* camſtance only. It depends chiefly upon the 
, power, the extent, and the maxims of go- 8 
„ vernment reſpecting perſonal ſecurity, pri- 


vate b nN &c. * on the 1 and 


— 


as the fed ſtat 


good uus © or the uniform Ad hiniftration of 
them; whether the power be lodged is few! or 
in more hands; and that a pasticipatiom of a 
number of the people in the legiſlature; or in 
any Powers * nen nee 
ginſt an oppreſive «droiniftrarion's + yer he i 
fat from deterininitig peremptorily the . 


ſary degree of this participation, either as to 


number eee eh b eee 1 to 
10 eee as er eee aan. 


2 77 1 N 4 * oy 1 . „ 


e ee eee pili that reaſon will al- 


© 


2 and variety in forms of 
goverament according to different _— 


ciety, in regard to civilixation, 


tue, tnanhers,; property, &c. I . 
fection in 4 form of civil polity ac ina great 
meaſure ie 10 W 1 
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© differently.modified-: a rude and artleſs plan 
: might ſucceed well in early days, While more 
of the earlier ſimplicity and innocence of man- 
ners was preſerved. But when luxury and cor- 


ruption of | manners crept | in, men would ſoon | 
find the neceſſity of more artful politics. 


uch a mode of government, as may be very 
Vell calculated for the ſtate of human nature in 
Otabeite, would certainly not anſwer the ends of 


the civil union _— 0 more W * 


ae Bupipi 05 ö aan ONE! 38 
75 "bien alſo my Fe whether: uch less 
perfect Democracies; as Doctor Pz1cs. confines 
us to, —viz. an equal, fair, and adequate 
Repreſentation, choſen for ſhort. terms by the 


unbiaſſed voices of the majority of the ſtate, 


ſubject to their inſtructions, and accountable to 
them, be more pratticable, than that perfect 
tate of civil Liberty and ſelf-government. by 


the perſonal ſuffrages of every citizen, which 


he ſo highly extals. But let us take mankind 
"a 2 and admit the -pradticability of 
Doctor PxIck's theory: and then I muſt ſtill 
Ae chat; upon conſidering maturely the 


nature of mankind, the ends of government, 


vor the SOL: wad Have Mex * 
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appears to me not eatculated- to obtain the 
greateſt happineſs for the people; and therefore 
I ean not but join with the  generality,of \wri- 
ters on the ſubject in giving my vote againſt it. 
Its profeſſed aim is to veſt the adminiſtration 
of civil power, as much as poſſible, under the 
direction of che people at large: - Doctor 
PRrog's: fair, equal, and adequate Repreſenta- 
tion muſt be entruſted. only far bert terms, 
muſt be ſabjeli 0 ther inflruftions. of the people 
At large, and accountable to them: * Tee; my 2d 
Seclion. Some people, who have never conſi- 
dered the matter, are apt weakly: to imagine. 
that Democram is a ſecurity: againſt Dram and 
they are encouraged in it by thaſe hat know 
better. Such there were in Locx's time: 
„ Tis a miſtake,” ſays he, to think tyranny 
is proper only to Monarehies: other forms 
of government are liable to it as well as chat: 
for wherever the power, that is put in any 
<6; 3 government af the peaple and 
| 04 the preſervation of their properties, is ap- 
© + plied to other ends, and made uſe of. ;ta im- 
00 poveriſh, haraſs, or ſubdue them to the ar- 
4 bitrary irregular cemmands of thoſe, who 
( haye it there it preſently. becomes tyrauny 3 
whether thoſe that xhus uſe it are one, or 
2% many + Tg 1 Doctor Pals rrxv very pro- 
POS >, 


: . - : Wu . * * 
. e "was . — 


* On Government, book li. $1201, 


ap his readers, char rhe r 
ment of the temporary magiſtrates of a de- 
* mocracy may be as tyrannical as the maxims 
< of the moſt deſpotic monarchy, and the ad- 
< miniſtration of the government may be as 
* deſtructive of private happineſs,” The only 
A conſolation that a democracy ſuggeſts | in theſe 
* circumſtances is, that. every member of the 
| 3 * ſtate, has, a chance of arriving at a ſhare i in the 

« chief. magiſtracy, and conſequentiy of * 
x ing the rant in his r. 2 2 55 F 


2 7 TY r t fir; 1 De 3 nn . "a 7 


_ Haying, thus removed. the hows * 
prejudice, can not hut further agree with the 
laſt· mentioned excellent writer in conſidering 
government in the hands, of 2 great. number of 
people, as the, government of a Mes, liable 10 
abe warſt e iuſtuences h. And what is more 
kel to be bud, than power in ſuch hands * 
from want of judgment and of wiſdom; from 
irreſolution and precipitation; from the influ- 
ences of faction, of ambition, of revenge, and 
of every evil diſpoſition. Hence it is that Re- 
| publican tyranny and oppreſſion have been ſo 
frequent, ſo abſtinate, ſo capricious, and fo ar- 
: We and have vented their e ſo much on 


a ? 9 * OT. Ely ay on s Coverament, page 49; 50. | 
I +. Ibid. page 81. 
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the'belt of ankind: hay! Da; "Pier tim: 
ſelf fays,— that bodies of men have generally _ . 
proved the moſt unrelenting of all tyrants. o 
Although the Body of the people be ever ſo 
Len A nene for the p public good, yet their 
Br naturally derchvel h upon, and is guided 
a few perſons of greater abilities or influ- 
"ence than the reſt (Witneſs the Tubordinate de- | 


a'continudl ſtruggle of bribery. corruption . 
ifice, power, or even Violence," till the ſtate 
falls a prey to one party (and then the fame 
Ten ls in a tie courſe of time renewed again), - 
or ends in a "Monarthy, "or" an Aviſtteracy,” or in 
| ome mixed form. Thus it Has always been, an 
 Hecelatily muſt be, — | 
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22 Rkaſon and Experience" ume 1 

. Ur Democracies, Attemptec on fuck 4 large 
27 Feale 45 Bis, can not fubſiſt, conſiſten 
"the nätüre and benefits of civil fociery;-or-2he 
Hoppinels' of e Proper 16 them Nen 
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ol Let the wiſe Ra eee on 
of the moſt eſteemed” writers on Government, 


. on this bl e Alter OS repudiated 
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See page 29. 
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4 ple, 4 fog men of parts, ſome who. have | 


e Sd feng and honeſt intentions ; but g far 


rene Cs who can not be depended | 
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3 end diſorder... Secrecy aod, erben ged. 


unknown to it. Popular ſtates have 
iberty 3 it ermeme i 


5 . Comrnarions, at, home, Wa 


4-conſternation i tis their-ordinasy, fate <q; be 
4 the-prey of the ambition: gf ſome citizen ar 
_ <<; fOme- ſtrangers, and thus to, pals from, the 
<4. greateſt, liberty. to the. greateſt ſlayery.; —Af- 
7 ter atteſting.the experience of Poland (which. is 


too. popular a government under the appear- 
ance af a monarchy), of Florence, of Cena, of 


- of dhe people gradually uſurping on the autho- 
nity: of che Sengte, and, the, conſequent licen- 
tiouſneſa, was at laſt reduced to the, greateſt 


Slavery), he adds; Tis therefore not to be 
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antient Athens, and of Rome (which, by means 


er dSubt after ſo many ptouft; but popular 
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r monts arc the weakeſt : and world of all. 
4 Certainly if de eonfider the edutarion of the 
„ ulgat, their" application tb 126 Out thb ig- 
1 Horde arid brutaftty, we tut weadilyx per- 
u ckive, thit they" are made te 86 | 
© HiFi at all #©*govetn-"6rkets;, c "hit 

order ant their owt? advantage" ferbla | 
* dc imterfere Wil that charges n+ 
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uot Dear Hoberduon, | 


Wer not let eſterrneck Witter en Grvern. 


bt lf Af Förhfd of Demsktacy tene wg 


Flieif"dwh." Bot wheter HE HR" power is 
age in ich Aeinbfics) wichen any check 


a br dtröul by Frinct of Senate; there is tro 


ſetuftlty for witdom,” unity, or Kereey, This 
i obs iu, Where all che free men meet in 
rhe Aſfembly, there is ti6 Höße 6f wifdom, 
ne avoiding” ſeditions, no Rabilfe) ef Toun- 
a cis.” Sülpfeion abd envy cun be raiſed by 


iftful ſelf üemagegurs s gefnſt alf virtue 


und eminenee, even wbere chere is che greue- 
-«eft need for them. Their feſslutions are 


bemeüneg extravagant b 1 and again, 
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1h when panic, is raiſed, ahiegt i timopον, 
„ Whenithe, power, is committed to a numer 
ious aſſembly of popular deputies or repre: 
te ſentatiyes for a. ſhort term equal fidelicy 
t may be expected, if they are fairly elected 
by a popular, intereſt, and much more wiſ⸗ 
dom and ſtabilipy; and. vet there is ng ſecy- ; 
* xity here, againſt faction and. ſecition; and as 
« xhe humgurs of a, people change at the dif- 
++ ferent elections, there. may che too much in- 
. ſtability.Electing bythe, lot, as it excludes 
tall, briguigg „and. bribery. dog. excludes all | 
tt prudence, in the, choice, and all regard to. me- 
ke tit; unleſs there he finſt a leet, or ſmall num: 
#+, ber. of. gapdidates for each office, choſen hy 
£ ſuffrage,; and then; one of. this, number deter- | 

t mined, by lat: _conftituting the ſupreme Aſ- 
* ſembly_ ſo that matters are determined . by 
& plurality of. centuries, and. not. of hogle Tufs 


frages, May, galt the | power. much into the 
A hands of, men, of f uperior ſtations and Know- 
ele, gt. gives no Feeurity, Againſt Tedis : 


cc tions :* : * and, from, hence 'he congludes, en 
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| ee theſe Demoepatiga Confticucons Ky can 
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e ban Phil, book i Ut, ch, 6. bh and v. : 


« advocates z that i it 3 . e in the 
«faireſt and moſt plauſible colours; and that it 


has been cried up as of all others the moſt 
1 favourable to virtue, merit, and liberty. At 


* firſt ſight indeed it appears ſo to be; but a 


= very little conſideration will ſbew us, that it 


« muſt be ſubject to many and great inconve- 
'« niences. While the Government is ſmall 
and low, à democtatic ſtate is generally in a 
< happy and flouriſhing condition; that is to 
ay, it is pureſt, and anfwers beſt the end of 
& its inſtjtution; by which it enlarges and di- 
6. lates itſelf, arriving quickly at a high degree 
121 proſperity which, from che nature of its 


„ Democtacics aje almoſt Naeh, dliturted with : 


4 factions; and the more potent the Republic, 
40 the more wealthy i its ſubjects, tlie more active 


*<choſe who are intruſted wich the | Govern. 


4. ment, ſo much the more liable it is, and 
* muſt be, to ſuch ſeditions and commotions; 
1 which after frequent and violent reſolutions, 
_ <* always-fatal to many individuals, end either 

in a ſubverſion of that form, or in the cor- 
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« then it becomes an Oligarchy; or, 0 — 
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FP Fr abſolutely: diſclaims os mk 4 
ſuck dempcratical ſchemes of civil polity, and 
gives the: preference to mixed forms. +. Doctor 


| — aa Ny ſeen, n ſame. 


HoapDLzr,- — any ne that I at ee 
tecolle& concerning the preference of one form 
of Government to another; poſitive | am. that 
they no where give ĩt to Democracies, hut ra- 


ther to mixed forms. Scripture does not deter- 
mine the matter. One ſhould therefore be very 
aurious to know, by what title Doctor PI 


that the Principles; he lays down are 
« the. aue taught; by.Mr.. Locks afid all the 


* writers on Civil Liberty. who -have been b. 
_ 44 therto moſt; admired in this country. + 
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fate zo the 5th edition of his Pamphlet. 


un, sv Ttons 
|  Whebe does Look "teach nacb principles, a 
who are thoſe moſt admired writers ? Wb: pin 
22. e 5 * 3 AT YE DET ww; (2 OT . 8 
It may poſſibly be aſkod 4 ae k | 
think government by one man, or by a few 
Principal perſons, to the excluſion of the main 
body of the people, be that 
4 _ to the m e pieſeribed'by Doc- 
tor Pkrex, in the collective body of the Com- 
munity ? I anſwer by a diſapprobatiom of any 
| 6ne of theſe ſchemes; being perſuaded that no 
one” INE mee frm. «th w eee urity 


vernment. 1 is, in: — — by ju. | 
- iiocvtiipolinton f them, that we can avoid 
the dangerous ineonveniences, and attain the 
Beneficial advantages, of each. It is not here 
the place to detail the pc¹i]ar and inv, in- 
conveniences of each of the ſimple forms; but 5 
I will juſt point out one, which is common to 


them all taken anch? Py, lier 
F* Fg £43614 TOS BASS 105 inn Res: 15 Breil: * 


Supreme civil — a truſt of the moſt 
important and extenſive nature, — neceſſarily in 
a great meaſure diſcretionary ia its — — 
capable of the moſt oppreſſive abuſe, and of- 
fering no flight temptations to . Arete 
and paſſions of thoſe that are poſſeſſed: vf It. 
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Now the above ſimple plans of civil polity als 
ford no other check+ againſt; the abuſe of this 
great truſt, than the natural right of the people 
to reſiſt tyranny and oppreſſion and to repel 
lawleſs power; which manifold experience 
ſnews to be in genęral a very inadequate. one, 
28 it necęſſarily muſt be, from the nature, of 
the thing ; becauſe the natural and the neceſſary 
powers of Government muſt ordinarily, een 
a variety of potent means to obyjate the exer: 
tion of oppoſition and reſiſtance. It is in ain 
to think you can be deſirably ſecured by veſt- 
ing this truſt· in a great number of pęople. 
or in the will» of the. majority of the ſtate 3; for 
there itois equally liable to flagrant abuſe: it 
naturally devolves int the hands of a few, and 
becomes, as Doctor PRIESTLEV ſays, the, go- 
vernmenti of a mob, liable to the. worſt of infu- 
to. : ntior beni pmienhihr and 


milſible, What then? Tau cannot k place any 
| ſaperior civil power over this truſt, hecauſe the 
very thing we are ſearching after is ſecurit -- 
againſt tha abuſe of the ſupreme civil; power, in 
3 nands. intruſted. It may perhaps be 


prey ipulation 4 Gayernors, or ſolemn. oaths, 


alowbiy. ere 


of reſiſting lawleſs rule, they add not much to 
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ſtraint, than that of the people's natural * 


our ſecurity, at leaſt afford not that more ſub- 
—— pa ror eAR ann 


able — for this: purpaſs, 


the various powers of legiflation und den Ge- 


vernment, and to diſpoſe the modes of ob- 


8 exereiſing them, in ſuch a man · 


men, as to make ben ſerve as mutual checke 


ſobjeet to their influences, nearly affected i by 


1 — genetal laws and to the 
ſupreme legiſlative and executive authority. 
Every body perceives that this may be done, 
n elfect, in proportion to 


tions of thoſe Gmple. forms above-mentioned: 
—it bus been ſucceſsfully tried in various man · 
in ancient and modern times; and-af= 
fords evidently the faireſt probability of a good, 
e- and happy government. "Theſe 
renance' ofthe moſt eltremed ancient and wo. 
wr rr dein yi 4h 140 en ee e 
ee _ Oles. bend ee 
— Hit: ue. wrong . 
er en d 4442) Fer oF A 
Bae The wiſe, belt, and far 
- the gteateſt part of mankind, rejecting the 
«ſimple ſpecies, did form governments mixed 
tor compoſed of the three, which common 
received their reſpective denomination from 
* the part e e e. nen praiſe 
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dor blame they were well are lep 
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— 4 I think "light Ake ir e * and 
accordingly the 16th ſection of his ad chapter is 
„ iu bon be nero Weg ne Fa 
theo gt Gli org firs ods Kli arch: 


3 —— ſays,» — wa ——— 
aste mene mieten ant Ares 7 


<« Jes eu, moderts.' Mais elle' weft pas: toujours 
« dans les etats moderts. Elle ny oft give _—_— 
+ abuſe pas du pournir -- - - > - - 


A puifſe abuſer du pouveir, il — ere 
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-BuxLaMxQur "dhe on aue Hide of the 
queſtion, and concludes, (that the beſt forms 


n ard 


«6 eber a | limited | Monarchy, or an Ariſto. 
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25 ad 3 many more fed writers, 
whoſe" judgments coincide with this ſentiment: 
but at preſent I only obſerve it is a ſatisfaction 
to me, that my theory on this ſubject tallies ſo 
well with the eſtabliſhed conſtitution of my 


country. What Doctor Px ioꝝ may be able to 
alledge againſt what has been urged in the pre- 
ceding pages, either from my: own reflection or 
7 from others, I can not ſay; but hitherto his 


principles of government are mere gratuitous 
aſſertions Unaccompanied with argument. For 
what argument is there in ſhewing that they 
are agreeable to his definitions of Liberty, which 
contain the very principles to be proved? Let 
him but prove that what he terms Civil Liberty 
is ſuch an invaluabie, glorious,: and unalienabie 


Bleſfing as he repreſents it, — his theory will 
then be eſtabliſhed: till then I flatter myſelf 
the foregoing obſervations will ſufficiently Wer 


neee with truth and * reaſon,... 
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lans.. I ſhall ſhew. this in the moſt 

P 8.1 this in the moſt important 
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| 8, in ſuch as are moſt ca ulated tc 
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r He ſpeaks of all commugities not govern 

ed according to his theory. 88 not Kalke | 
. not governed by their cum toll aud 4% | 
Sem ar by laws of their oc making, but as 
ſubject wo. ſorcign diſcretion, 10 ikke impofitions 
aof unn, will or power, and therefors in 
Lavery.” e There is #fallacious gmbiguicy here 
in the words foreign and extrantons, which is 
more, calculated to.confougd,. and. to ſuit, the 
author's purpoſe of recommending his princi- 
Ples, than to ſerve the cauſe of truth though 
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Was not to neee uſe 


of this fallacy, I beg leave to obviateſſits ill 


tendency; it occurs in ſeveral 3 nn, f 


| hath 2 . in the: A ie 


G in 
the common. and uſual ſenſe of the words, when 


we are ſpeaking of civil: communities, always 


means the power or will of a community nat 
united by the ſame ſocial compact under the 
ſame ſupreme government as ourſelves: conſe- 


quently it ſhould ſeem as if the Doctor aſſerted, 
that all ſtates, not governed according to his | 


democratical plan, were ſubject to the power 
and authority of another ſiate; and thus thoſe, 
who give him credit for the aſſertion, are natu- 
rally biaſſed to reject, all governmegts that are 
loaded with ſuch an ignominious evil. But 


this can not by his cages becauſe he could | 


Prag by the mille the majority (which. is 
his definition of a ſtate's own- well); 18: therefore 
governed by a different drftint? foreign communt- 


more; than any will diſtioct from that af the 


majority, or its repreſentatives as ſpecified by 
him. Wenn n an cor by a 
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ty: extrantous and foreign will, in theſe: aſſer- 
tions of Doctor Px fexꝰs, mean therefore nothing 


—— 


h _ — already conſidered. 


T's 
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n got over _—_ fRumbling block, his 
aſſertion becomes reduced to this ;—* that a 
tate, not governed according to his ſcheme, 
can not be ſaid to be governed by its own will 
or by laws of its own making.” Indeed to fay 
the truth, provided the government be a juſt 
and lawful one, and ſuch as is calculated to 
promote the happineſs of the people, it is very 
immaterial, whether ſelf-dire&ion can, in Arift- 
Poe ſpeech, be predicated of it or not: bur 
it ſeems to me, that a ſtate governed by any 


| particular mode of polity, which it thinks fit- 


teſt to adopt, may with juſt as much propriety 
be ſaid to be governed by its ows will, as if the 
adminiftration was actually carried on by the 
voices of the majority: — the ſame reaſon, the 
| ſame compact, that makes the will of the majo- 
rity to be conſidered as the will of the whole, 
makes equally the will of every lawful govern- 
ment to be conſidered in the ſame light. In 
neither caſe is it grounded on the ſtrict literal 
truth of the thing, but in both equally on the 
foundation of juſtly implied conſent. Nay does 
not Doctor Px Ie himſelf ſay. that the 
e ee y wh en * the powers 
r l 4 of 
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Kigf legiſlation with any number of Delegates; | 
tand that whatever is done by ſuch Delegates, . 
te within the limits of their truſt, may be conſi- 


46, dered as done by the united voice and counſel of 
* the community 2” And yet he affirms it to 
be a contradi Aion in term to ſay, that a ſtate, 
not conducted under the direction of the people, 
GOVERNS/ ITSELF. 1 How, theſe. things are to 
be ee * e can beſt ex- 
Ae n en Ma e 4 17 
2h W Doctor mentions it as a . 
q of "has fres ſtates, that every member. of 
15 them is his own Legi iſator.” þ But this is by 

means true: according to Doctor Px ien the 
majority, or the repreſentatives of the majori- 
ty, are to make laws binding upon the 40þale 


community. What is done by them, within 


the limits of their truſt, may be conſidered 


« as done by the united voice and counſel of 


„the community.“ In his free ſtates there- 
fore many are liable to be bound by laws, to 
which they not only do not actually conſent, — 
but which they really and expreſsly diſſent 
bent. In what ſenſe are ſuch perſons. their; * 
Aexiſlators? * ace hay other WP 
e aud e L SS. Chet; but 
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but certainly they are no more FOE legiſ: 


lators, than every copyholder in England is, 
or than many thouſands of good wealthy Britiſh 


ſuhjects are, who have not a grain of Doctor 
Price's coo liberty: If you limit and qualify 
the ſenſt of the expreſſion, then it will be more 


or leſs true of other- ſchemes beſides, Literal. 
y it is true of none. Indeed, to ſpeak with 
exact propriety, one ought to reverſe the Doc- 
tor's propoſition, and to affirm, that agreeable 
to the import of the ſocial compact, uo man is 


legiſlative body that makes the laws; it is that 
body which is the Legiſlator, ſupreme over 
every individual. Thus much for words again 
Whether or no it be beſt, that every man ſhould 


ſhare in the legiſlature ? (which is the only rea- 


1 nee den r eee, 


. 
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:0.iga - ar advantage. the Doctor — 
to his frre ſtates is, that in them. -s all taxes 
«are pre gif. | Pray: from com to wb. f 
1 do not know how to conceive this. The go 


verning power being in the body of the com- 


munity. does the community give itſelf taxes? 


_ o the general fund What! as. 
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His ew Legiſſaror : it is tho united voice of the 


Or is the meaning that every individual dem 5 


9 


4 


me; as he . Not hh 


ſuch free con 


or its delegates agree to and ordain ſuch and 


ſuch ſupplies to be raiſed in a certain preſcrib- 
ed mode. Very well! Suppoſe now a mino: 


rity to diſſent from theſe taxes: àte they never: 
theleſs Bound to pay their quota? Ves Land 
yet they are free gifts! Wonderful magic of 
titutions, by which a tax levied 
en man by wren . "_ his 


_ Paren an juſt as * aft; cha: in every 
Free ſtate, malefactors go freely to priſon and 
to execution. The truth of the matter is, that | 
taxes are not by any means gifts from the go- 


verned to their governors, no more than every 


law is an actual voluntary ſurrender of private 
liberty: theſe are abſurdities repugnant to the 
nature of civil ſociety, which I defy any Doctor 


in the kingdom to make good. The rigbt of 


raiſing the neceſſary, ſupplies, as well as of 


enacting laws, is veſted in the majority of the 
community, or in thoſe, to whom they have 


entruſted it; and the obedience of individuals 
to that authority and its lawful acts is not mat. 
ter of their free-choice, but of duty and neceſſity, a 
Indeed in certain mixed conſtitutions of go- 
yernment, the right of apportioning and fixing 
1 neceſſary taxes ny be veſted in perſons 


or diſtinct 
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226 OBSERVATIONS! ON" 
diſtinct from thoſe who have the ſupreme exe · 
cutive power, may, for inſtance, be reſerved 
to the people at _ or to certain repreſenta · 
tives choſen by them: in ſuch a diſtribution of 
power taxes may, in more than one view, be 
juſtly termed gifts and grants to the executive 
magiſtrate for the purpoſes of: ſupporting his 
dignity or adminiſtring the concerns of govern- 
ment. And the propriety of uſing thoſe terms 
may be much enhanced by the particular mode: 
of ſuch diviſion of power, as well as by the ends 
they are intended to ſerve. But I enlarge not 
further on this point. It ſuffices to have ſhewn, 
that taxes neither are, nor can be, fee giſts, in the 
deren ere ee e 11 "ug Doctor Ow 


"= The Doctors nee are e . 
15 recommended, 1, by his inſinuating, that 
they can not be contradicted, but on the ab- 
ſurd foundation, that government is not the 
eu reſult of a convention between tho people and 
-</their rulers, and that there are certain men 
ho poſſeſs in themſelves, independently of 
e the will of the people, a right of governing 
them, which they derive from the Deity ;* ® 
and 24h, by boldly aſſerting his principles 
to be * ſame * ene ee by Mr. 
4¹ον,ẽ, e 1 1 R nn 
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„Loe and all the writers on civil Hbereyi 
«who have REEF been ann e in This 


466 N PUR i Nen its 
n 09. 50 Vowo 

al to is Owe it is a moſt ns miſrepre. 
enn every body perceives it to be very 
eonſiſtent,. to maintain, that the only founda- 
tion of all lawful government is the conſent of 
the people, and yet to deny, that ſuch a de. 
mocratical polity, as Doctor PRTeE recom- 
mends, is the t and only uf form of go- 
vernment. It is alſo a fact, that many of the 
moſt reſpectable writers on the ſubject have, 
and do ſtill, maintain the former, and deny tlie 
latter, as GRorrus, PurFENDORE, Stp rr, 
Box LAMA, MonTESqpitu, BlacksTONE, 
. See NM 14 A 
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In . to the 1 1 have in the 
pete fixth and ſeventh Sections pointed out 
ſeveral very material differences between Doc- 
tor Pr1ce*s ſentiments, and thoſe of ſome of the 
moſt admired writers on the ſubje& of Civil 
Liberty and Government; nay! it has appear- 
ed that they are point blank againſt his demo- 
cratical plans. As the Doctor particularly 
names Mr. Lock, I have on this occaſion 


n „ again | 


9 Preface to-the Fr edition. 
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Ce) OBSERVA TIONS! o 
again read carefully over his admirable treatiſe 


en dini Governmens, but can not find, that he 


any where patronizes ſuch principles of civil li- 
berty or government as are laid down in the 
pemphlet no hefore me: the very reverſe ap- 
Pears o me to be the caſe. I have inſtanced 
this already in one or two particulars; but it 
would be too tedious: and even unneceſſary ta 
Locksz's: and D Pxrace's: principles, and 
I-therefore content myſelf at preſent with op · 
poſing my denia to the Doctor's aſſertion. It is 
indeed matter of ee eee eee 
bis principles coincide with thoſe of Locks or 
not. Whether they are founded in truth and 
teaſor—is' the only queſtion of moment; and 


[4 
£ - N ** ; ” . 3 * *t * 8 * * , 4 > 
that has been conſidered, .- - 2 


& 7 
" = " 5 Is 
o > 
: * «4 = « WS A ” 1 * 3 * 
— © % =! 24 2 
8 E . 3 + Sa A . 1 4 J 
4 f i 
£ 7 * 
wo * +} 1 * S x LA * 
2 3 Hue * - 3 %& 5 ; „ 9 2 < * 

#2 * 5 % 4 + ; * * . wall 
- * * 

OS 

* 4 
- * 0 # . __ 4 
: 1 A * 1 1 
% A D EJ 4 * * Hi n 1 
* . 
« * * 
a 4 4 * Pie 4 7 
y * 4 8 
* 4 4 ry * * * 


* * * my - * , F ; : a” 
SF eo vo. HE SOS: 1 ASS W124 *% #4 1 
; 4 4 * 4 5 39 4 e - 4-4 '# ++ 1 "+ „ Fg 


* 8 * 1 
% 
8 F $ . * y * A > 1 : 45 bY 4 9 9 5 4 
2 % WY F q 
* 1 
2 = P * . 5 1 1 
6 3 — 7 7 
La % # 6 LY 2 * Ly * J 5 : 
a } * * * * : A ES * * * na 3 / 7 4 7 2 1 4 3 
- » 
* 9 # 7: 85 * >” F 2 7 2 4 pf * 
1 1 * 9 1 I - _ * * 
1 4 ** „ 8 8 1 1 + 1 7 4 * , J 4 
5 s : #5? 


| es Eo OO 
£34. 6 #4 
4 ; 15 | 
- = 
5 ” * = Rae 4 
4 77 LEE £4 oi oa LA * 
. 4 
* 37. Wh WS ue 2.5 > 
oy 
* 
— 
„ 
S 
if o 
% 
* 
" 
1 * 
- 


4 


* 


EY PRICE's THEQRE. . 


a5 FA . . g - wank 3 7 os "> Ty. 4 
LY Var 10 Hein . wn 


* 20 * ” is. _ * . PE 3 
32 C37 _— 8 E C . 1K. 4 AT * — $4 wn 12 4 Ry 
o - — | 


T2 % 1 +4 it 1 #7 8 4 

1 * gr 4%, +4 ; 4 * x . e A 

1 I FE as EY INF 4 N 2 Ae FIELDS) 
7 . | F n fs 3. 


.F 


* 2 
* . 


7 * * 
{ay 21 22 75 Js » 9 0 97 2 1 ys 50 x 2% + 


Remarkable een. 5 inaccuracies of Det 
—_ er l rs hai ” 


1 


I e Get LR 0 


- $44 


Liberty + and Government, yet it ſeems ſome- 


times, as if he was. checked by the conſtiouſueſs + 


of their not rallying ſo. roundly as he could . 
vith reaſon, experience, and the excellent on- 
ſtitutiog of this country. This at leaſt is cer- 
teig, that notwithſtanding his theory is ſufñ 
dcientiy evident from plain and determinate paſ- 
ages, as well as from the general tenor of his 
obſerxations, he nevertheleſs. intermixes ſeve- 
ral things quite inconſiſtent with it, and is guil- 
ty of very groſs inaccuracies; in ſuch a manner 
as tends to hide, more or leſs, the weakneſs. and 
extant of its principles. I think it incumbent 
on me to point out brieſiy the moſt remarkable 


_ of: theſe. This) ſeems neceſſary. to corrobotate˖ 


and complete my preceding an pee on- 
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The Doctor's firſt definition of Civil Liberty 
will apply to cep independent ſtate,—to the 
moſt deſpotie government in Europe. Civit 


« Linzzty,” ſays he, is the power of a civi/ 
"-feciety or Nite"ro: govern itſelf by its on dit. 


4 cretion, or by laws of its on making, with- 


* out being ſubject to any foreign diſcretion, or 
e to the impoſitions of any extraneous will or 
power.” *— Taking the terms here ſed! ih 
My common ſenſe, it is plain that every inde- 
pendent community, Whatever be its form of 
government, "enjoys this Civil. Liberty": the 
_ Kingdom of France or of Spain, for Inſtance, Is 
"be ſubject to any foreign "Aiſeretion, or to the 
impoſitions of any ex/7anceus power, but is 8 


verhetl by the diſcretion of its own peculiar : 


— Legillative,—and enjoys therefore, according to 


the above definition, CVI. LIEEA TV. But 
by the Doctor further explanation it becomes 


able to vo ſtate: for we find in the pages 
ihmediately following; that by foreign" difcre- 


tion and en power he means any u . 
Pins from that of tbe ma yourTY' of a Community ; . 
ſo that no ſtate is governed by it/elf or by its oton 
iſtretiun, according to his uſe of the terms, 

= fe calls 


that is not governed by tat 5 
= aden dom thar m 
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%% Hence 


reſults at laſt the following e plicit definition 


r INDEPENDENT»0of.7be 


"of; Civil Liberty :—it is government by the 
will of the majority“ and Civil ſervitude or 


Slavery.copliſts in the being governed by et any 


El diſtinct from that of PRs: |. wr 


242] 1 en e HT. N tl 1 3 e Lena «Ss Ed: 


* Having got to this point, Ds ſays,— 
it! is obvious from his principles that all civil 


$6 its different forms are no more than ſo many 


* different modes, in which they chuſe to di- 


« rect their affairs and to ſecure the quiet en- 


joyment of their rights.” +, This is not juſt. 5 
All legal goyernment is the creature of: the 
people, Whether a free; one in his ſenſe as juſt 
explained, or not: but in truth there is, ac- 

f cording, to the aboye definition, but ane form 

conſiſtent with true civil liberty. He ſhould - 
therefore have ſaid, —T here are no different form 
| according. to, the true principles of liberty 
chere is only Wee eee opnliudes> of 
civil governmenn r 
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government, as far as it can be denominated Tap 
0 rte. i is the creature of the people. Al 


n, ſubject 4 
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—— delegates: and whatever 
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5 as they ſhall think proper, 


dbne by ſuch delegates; within the Dmits ef 
e their truſt, may be conſidered as done by the 
r hired voice and counſel of the Commonity. 


In this method u free government may be 


.< eſtabliſned in the largeſt ſtate - - -- - - in this 


Ta irh evident the Rate will be fell f or = 


«ajfegoverncd.'* Tn the firſt place, It is a vety 


9 unwwafruntable inaccuraey for him to ſtile ſuch 


Hates free,” ſince not only his-definition will not 


epply⸗ but be himſelf expreſsly terms ſuch a 


Aelegation 2 diminution , liberty. "Suppoſe the 


People of England to entruft 'the powers of le- 


- gillation with four, /ix, len, or twenty Delegates 
for their lives, or any ſurviving two er them; 
this comes within the line marked out in the ; 
above puſſuge: but would ſuch a Nate be free | 
or alf ver ned? So far from it, that, eee f 
do dhe whole tenor of Doctor Px le's thegry, 
would de in the moſt! abjoct Sher fee in 
the deſinitioms; A ſtate not govern- 
ro ed by che majority is aur fres or ſeif-gourned, 
but in Slavery. ＋ Is this proceeding with 
| a correts,. and i determinate ideas on a ſubject 
2 me | 


S 


— 1 See e 
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'A nur bn M 1 iber 9, that is (atcording to 
His definition) (dine degree of Slavery, is netgſa- 
A Dini ade e Be it fo. That does 50 
wend the matter. Unavoidabe” Slavety is 
much Kavery as that which may be 3 
and his definition ſuitę both equally, But in 
rhe-ſecond place the Doktor {ers his own in- 
tonſiſtency in the paragraph above quoted, and 
the truth of my remark upom it, above all poſ- 
4 ſidility of evafion; by affirming —* that if the 
_ $5 petſons,” to hom the truſt of government is 
e committed, arg choſen for long terms; and 
if during chat term they are ſubject to no | 
_ «* zontraul from their conſtituents, the very. 
ien of Lanznry will be Los. + It this be 
ud nde chen becomes of his foregoing ge- 
nexral aſſertion, *thar a State, entruſtinꝝ its powers 
of legiſtation- and government with any number of 
flelegutes, i uth a manner a5 it Hall think proper, . 
will be fil "rus o $EEF-G0veryed?” Surely 
this is confounding one with a witneſs! He 
4 himſelf however mote accurately im- 
— 1 eee that the ſtate will 
bu be mori or lo rn, in proportion as it is orb 


- 


or Jeſs fair and ddequately repreſinted.” . That | 


, che delegation may be ſuch as to leave the 
e at all, as he more explicitly ob. 


ſerves 


0 — N I See page 0, 10. 
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ſerves a few, liges, fur ther. How, abſurd: is is 
IN theo, 0 affirm,—that, 4 ſtste, which accor q . 4 


"vg to his on confeſſion! may be ſo conſtituted 


as not to have a grain of Cui eee be. 
Al rar an SSLI-GOBRNBDLE ::: 
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8 fi However, after all this incoherent and-incor- 


rect view, of the ſuhject, the author forms a 


more determinate poſition and we arrive as. 


another explicit deſcription of what he means 
by Civil Liberty and a free State; via. that . 
« ſtate. is free, which is guided by its own | 
< will, or by the will of an aſſembly of repre». 


<< ſentstives appointed by itſelf and account- 
| « able to itlelf:, and every ſtate not ſo govern- N 


2 ed; n in aver. "That, by icſelf is 
here. meant - the majority of members of Which 


dhe community conſiſts, and by iin ows will is | 


intended the will of. tbat majority, — is evident YA 
the explanations the Doctor had previouſ- | 

by: delivered. How this deſcription can agree 

with the general definition before laid down, 1 


ſtay not to inveſtigate ;—heartily glad to ſet my 
ot on ſome determinate fundamental prin- 


cipie, which might guide me ſafely i in the fur - 


ther examination of his theory. But this very... 
een is re followed by. ome. things 


ed "OR" 
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PEST incokerent wit it, and with the reſt of | 


the ſyſtem : for after defining a free ſtate in the 


manner juſt mentioned, he adds. — « and every 


o ſtate not ſo governed, or in "which" a body of 


Omen repreſenting 1e people nale not an em 


. part of © the Legiflature, is in favery.” * It is 
to that p part 'of this paragraph; "which is printed 


WW 5 5 that 1 crave attention. In the defini- 


tion immediately preceding,” he makes the ef- 
fence of a free ſtate to confiſt—in its being bo- 


VERNED vr GUIDED by tbe wILI of a body of men 
repreſenting the People; here he ſuppoſes i it Tutk- 


cient, if uch a body make" on an z$$20TIAL 
PART "a the Legiſlature. Theſe repreſentations 
are certainly very materially different: accord- 
ing to the former, the ſkate would be under the 
fupreme government. of that body; according 
to the latter, ir would be equally under that of 
'otbers. In ſhort; Government by the will of 
an aſſemnbly of Repreſentatives of the people. 
vr by a' Legiſlative, of which. ſuch a Repreſen- 


ative is only an eſſential part, are matters 


"much! too diſtin both. in theory: and practice 
to be thus changed upon us. But it is ſtriking- 
iy evident, that this unnatural period ſerves no 
Other end but to introduce as unnatural a com- - 


: plirment, 3 a true panegyrie, on the eſſen- | 
* 5 ewe, © , tial 
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een Weeds bn Conſtit 

tion. een We i. * 1 wr ' th 
yiavg @ DIG eee off Fundierte 
* n. ede, 55 le, 6916. kor ibe molt 
n 3 of. government,. nin 


EK erben pr contribute to give it vi- 


br. anion, and diſpatch, without Jnfring-. i 
* ing liberty; for. as long. as that part of ; a 80 
Wy vernment which-repreſents. the people. is = 
fair repreſentation, and Alſo. has a negative 
don all public meaſures, together with the ſole 
e power of impoſing taxes and atiginating ſup- 
| 1 1 the eſſentials of Uberty will be pre- 
fred. This paſſage is certainly a.yety - 
_extraordingry one in the connection in which it 
lands, and, contraſted -with, the fundamental 
aniicles of bis, ſyſtem... Well, Fir! 1. heartily 
ages with you, in What yon ſay. of ſuch a 
mixed form gf gowernchent, and that it bids 
_ exceediagly-fair for a good and juſt n 
tion, and that the eſſentials of Liar are. 


Fee * but * maintGo that it is di- 
ee rect 
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1 teeth of your immediately 


ding definition, and that the eſſentials. of — 


Lisgxrv, as defined and required by you, ate 
wanting in ſuch a conſtitution. Let * Judge 
Wopt pen With * n ene 5. 
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ka very Pvt page, 3 contains 9 


1 35 1 5 


eee laſt quoted, there is another às ex- 


ttaordinary in its kind. It is this; * Of ſuch 


Liberty as I have now deſcribed. i it is impoſſi- 
00 ble there ſhould be an exceſs. Government 2 


« is an, inſtitution for the benefit of the people 


« governed, which they have power to model... 


« as they pleaſe; and to ſay, that they can 
00 have too much of this power is to ſay, that 
66 there ought. to be a power in the ſtate ſu- 


- DA. al „ee in it is derived. 9 3 
r What 


e Doctor's on word s are, that” the Jupreme Ig i- 
VE authori in an empire OUGHT #0 exi/t NO WHERE except 
in such a SENATE er body of Delegates as he had before de- 


ſcribed to be the only adequate Repreſentatives of the peo- 


ple: he adds,—* thar the fundamental principles of Lizzary: 
« neceſſarily require ir,“ page 28. This needs no comment. 
And yet he allows, page 46;—<* that a government by Kine; 
% Lonps, and Counons,' if be PERFECTION of Government, 
d avben the Commons are a ha ren 75 the people.” + 


7 gee page 12. 
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What Lr EAT had — thſeibin # 

No other than ſuch as confifts in GOVERNMENT 

by the people or its adequate repreſentutives. This 

notion is here ſhifted for that of the peoples 

power ef "MODELLING the government as they 

Pleaſe.— Things that every body muſt evidently 

Perceive to be eſſentially different! The whole 

Puaflage therefore is intonſſſtent and totally falls 

in its profeſſed intent: for the thing to be prov- 

ed was, that the people can not have an exceſs 

of the i ſort of Liberty; E hereas the poſi- 5 

tion atnally proved is, Peel * can not have 1 
too much N the allt. TH rr i. 
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One of "ths mot belle kiste ciroumſtances 
5 that come within the line of this ſection, is 
Doctor Prrce's immediate: application 'of* his 
principles to the authority of one country 
N over e ee ee he! ben n, | 
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She 4 nent ay nature eee hs Covit, © 
Sp they have been now explained, 
it is an immeate and mceſary inference; that 
8. no one community can have any power over 7 
the property or legillation of another com- 
„ munity, chat is not incorporated with it by a 
I juſt and adequate repreſentation. Then on- 
35 88 it t has been ate 18 a ſtate free, when it 
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country, in which it has no voice and over 
which it has no controul, can not be ſaid to 
s be governed by its own will. Such a coun- 
try therefore is in a ſtate of ſlavery. And 
*.ſuch:a;flavery is worſe, on ſeveral accounts, 
ee than any ſlauvery of private men to one ano- 
ther, or of kingdoms to deſpots within them- 
e ſelves.” This ſentiment. is, further pur- 
ſued and confirmed in ſeveral conſequent pages, 
and is then applied to invalidate. the authority 
claimed by Great Britain over the American 
Colonies. I beg leave to ſuggeſt the following 
obſervations. 22 It is evident, that the im- 
medliatę and natural inference. from the Princi- 
ples af Civil Liberty laid doun by Doctor 
Pio is much more general than what he here 
ſtates: the immediate inference is, that no per- 
on or perſons can haye any power over the pro- 
perty or actions of am oltber perſons. whatever, 
who are not incorporated with. them by a juſt 
being an univerſal propoſition, it is equally true 
in regard to ſtates and ſacieties as in reſpect of 
individuals. adhs If the Doctor wanted nothing 
„ dae ry 083 G ait et a More 
e See page 19. = 


% 


OBSERVATIONS” ONT. 
ao over 8 e if that W 
have been done upon more evident and leſs 
diſputable principles. But gah, nothing is more 
ciples to: the American controverſy would have 
been more adequate, and much leſs diſputa- 
ble, upon the footing of the general inference, 
than by embarraſſing it in the manner he has : 
done with the hypotheſis of the Colonies being 
another* community: for Nn no perſons can have 
any lawful legiſlative” authority over others not 
incorporated with them by the adequate repre- 
ſentation he deſcribes, it is an tmndeniable'con- | 
4 ſequence.— that the claims of the Britin Par- 
latent over the Colonies are umjuſ and gyrum- 
tal. This obvious and natural view of the ſub- 
ject could not, without ſome particular bias, 
eſcupe ſo clear à head as Doctor Pens l 
the circumſtance of the Colonies being e 
community from Great Britain might have been 
; called in to àid and enförde the argument, Wit 
. Jules as woch advantage at leaſt as it is at _ 
What therefore could bias the Doctor to 
| — in a manner 18 Unnatural; incorrect, i 
fo apparently diſadvantageous to the cauſe he 
was pleiditig, 1 leave to the diſcernment of - 


cio readers.” Leftun Oy that he Has ther 
; ny 22 250 * by 


Te entirely inconſiſtent with it in the other; for 
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banner nd main argument wich a dif- 


5 putable, think a falſe, bypotheſis, and, 


is more to the preſent purpoſe to eee e ue = 
caſt'a fort of a veil; over the extent and tenden 


cy of his principles of Civil Liberty and Go- 
vernment, which it was proper to take off. 


Indeed the ſhyneſs, backwardneſs, and quali- 
fying terms, with which, at the end of his 


third ſection, he juſt acknowledges that imm 


diate, e eee fruitful «inference before- 
d ſeems to me exceedingly. remark- 


A He we that there is a conſider- 


able difference of ſituation between diſtint com- 


munities, who have little or no reciprocation of 


intereſts, and different claſſes of men, in one and 

the ſame community; and thence infers, t that 
<« a conſtitution of government conſiſtent with 
Liberty in one of theſe. ſituations may be 


i no,oue part gebe 10 feuern the gel, and there, 
« ought in be & fair and equal repreſentation of al 
that are gouerneds op that as far gs this i pan 


« cpls of Laing, ant dener ink ond, oor. 
eee al pi holds, wich ale 


+ more force in .the-circumſtances, £ of 7 . 


40 this 


cor pee. 8 e of a part in 


it deviates from the pin. 


«this caſe becomes complete many; and 
3 dae a 


| rack ne 9.99% Db 


_ «-munities; and that the 1 of a part | 
in this caſe becomes complete 'tyr 
< ſubje&ion to ĩt complete ſuvery. Si mil beg 
leave to remark; that this aſſertion diſagrees 
"5 with the Doctor's principles, at the ſame time 
that it conveys à very wrong idea of them. 
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Doctor Prrer, we PE 05 nn 5 wt 


een extent of his principles, to wit, char to. 
eus part of u people ought to govern the reſt, and 
that" ſuch a government is unjuſt and oppreſſive ;,— | 
but it is not without comparatively qualifying it 
with the: obſervation, <« that this holds with 2. 


<«<:ſpeakably more force in regard to different com- 


and 


For according to his theory and principles, it 


| * equally 1 to K ene com- 


; maß ehe be ee 0 be more * 


the latter caſe than in the former but both 


the conſtitutions o Wei ment are equath and 
5 in the ſame degree; according to his principles, 
"a © prog 9 0 i eien * 1 125 Ar. I 


a woo FO 175 45 3 85 4 


Nn 7 85 5 way * 


* See page 3 305 
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appeal to the e reader and che rece 
Far, | ding Sections. 4 #9%, 11 N . 97 LESS 
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| rn ooo ona T0 7 Vat 
'- ola ente 0 dete ck _ 1 of 
what Doctor Price feems-at leaſt to keep too 
much out of; fight,—I can not hit upon a more 

fair and perſpicuous method, than the tran- 
ſeribing the following paſſage from his book, 
vith no other alteration, than applying gene- 
ral) to all. perſons not incorporated, or conſalidated 
tagerber by an adeguato repreſentatian, what he 
: there ſolely applies to different fates, an appli- 
cation which his principles and explicit ac- 
knowledgements indubitabl) warrant: the 
words inſerted within crotchets are the only al- 
terations, and I have given thoſe for which 


hey are, lvluned in aber margin. . 
_ "Ky, bb 2 . 255 70 Ty : 


Ka It may 7 ee 8 1 * 
« « which [perſons ] may acquire a rightful. autbari-, 
| N ty over [ other perſons , though. not conſolidated. 
* by en adequate repreſentation , l anſwer, that 
there are no ſuch. cauſes.— All the cauſes to 
which ſuch an effect can be aſcribed are, Cax- 
5% QUEST, Conraer,, or. Oericarions con- 
rk EN, What he ſays ahgut the firſt and 
ha laſt of chef cauſes i is nothing to the preſent 


%s purpoſe: 


6 


3 | 
; ene le 888 992 * u 


* 


E poſing their property. Such a ceſſion, being 


4 : 
7 


44 mmm ß, 
purpoſe: „ 


Fu in the following manner. Nei- 


ther can any {perſon *] acquire ſuch an au- 


4% tkorit över other ¶ perſots f] in virtue of 
«.any- compat or ceſinm. This is a caſe; in 
&« which: compacts are nt binding · Clvil Li. 


| «-berty is, in this reſpect, on the ſame footing | 


< with * Religions Liberty. As no people can 


laufully ſurrender their Religious Liberty, by 


giving up their right of Judging for them 
« ſelves in religion, or by allowing any human 
« beings: to preſcribe to them what faith they - 


hel embracey-or what mode of worſhip they, 
hall practiſe; ſo neither ean any civil ſocie- 
_ lawfully ſurrender their Ovi Liberty, by 


giving up to any Lperſon or perſons ] their 
« power of iſlating for themſelves and dif: 


«/jhconfiſtete? with the unalienable rights of. 
human nature, would either not bind at all, 
« fr bind only the individuals who made it. 


«This is a'blefſing, which ao one generation 


«when loft; a people have always a right to 


_ «reſume. Had our anceſtors in this country 
« been ſo madd as to have gy 1 


1 4 5 + 1 | 4 a 
. 8 It Hot r Pr 8 15 Such $47 to & 
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Foils 
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no means merely ſpeculative 
well from this paſſage, a the whole tenor 


on. 'PRICE's THEORY. 19g 


10 any [perſon or perſons, others than the 
< adequate repreſentatives o the people , we 
could not have been under any obligation to 


< continue in ſuch a ſtate. And all the nations 


& row: in the world who, in canſequence:of the 
t tameneſa and folly of their predeceſſors, are 
ſubject to {/acb an] arbitrary power, have a 
night to emaneipate en as een 

N. a A 4 ©5000 503.5: 5-1 OI £7 
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A» This paſſage contains 4 preciſe. and; true an 
of the author's leading principles, and as ſuch 


L have given it due conſideration in ſome of 


the preceding Secdious. It needs therefore here 
uo further comment or antidote. I intend it 
only to. ſupport my concluding. obſervation, 
which is, that Doctor Price's Theory is by 
e. It is evident, as 


of his principles and reaſoning, that he main- 
tains the following practical ſentiment; vir. 
ren ae 9k, naſe Ry _ thy, Me- 


i 3 ji Fry i: bg 

158 . Poll O45 "I ney 138 3 
+ pans page 253.120. "The Doctor alſo n 
implicith,, page 9o, and expre/i/y ly, page 100 in the note, — 
that his principles extend to AS the authority of all people, 
not wnited and 3 &y' an equal teprofotation 
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| Repreenaves ce tpi e in- 


Mons of, and accountable to ſuch a majo- 


e we TAY and- non 


emancipation, — ee —— 
to effect it, is the nobleſt cauſe in which man- 


kind can be engaged. Now if the foregoing 
obſervations have evinced, as I'truſt they have, 
chat notwithſtanding any thing he has alledged, 
other conſtitutions of government are equally 
lawful and even more eligible than his, may 
1 not then juſtly conclude, that his theory is 
not only repugnant to truth, but alſo looſens 
the bonds of Juſt eivil Government, and of our 


own excellent conſtitution? This, with ſome 
other ſimilar imputations on its nature and ten- 
dency in page 3 and 64, will, I preſume, be 
found' ſufficiently warranted by the preceding 


Seffions. Far be it from me, however, to charge 
them on any ill will or intentions of the re- 


ſpectable writer :—to zxROR all, and nougbt to 


Malter, Ii impute; dealing in this reſpect as 1 


would wiſh to be dealt by. But whether his 
ſentiments be true or falſe, it appears they are 


2 with the moſt ſerious and important 
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conſequences to ſociety, —eſ pecially in the ap- 
Plication of them to the e Conſtitution 
f this happy Nation; * and therefore deſerve 
the decent, candid,” and rational oppoſition of 
thoſe citizens who think them erroneous. © 
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